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C H A P. XXVi. 

The princefs continues her reriiarks 
upon pr'watft Kfc. 

NE K A Y A H perceiving her bro- 
ther's attention fixed, proceeded 
in her narrative. 

** In families, ythuc there is of ia 
*ot poverty, there is commonly dif- 
cord: if a kingdom be, as Imlac tdls 

Vol. II. B us. 
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us, a great family, a family likewife is 
a licUe kingdom, torn with factions and 
cxpofed to revolutions. An unpraftifed 
obferver experts the love of parents and 
children to be conftant and equal j but 
this kindnefs feldom continues beyond 
the years of infancy : in a ftiort time the 
children become rivals to their parents. 
Benefits are allayed by reproaches, and 
gratitude dcbafcd by envy.. - 

"Parents and children feldom aft' iff 
concert : each child endeavours to ap- 
propriate the cfteem or fondnefe of the 
parents, and the parents, with yet lefs 
temptation, betray each other to their 
children ; thus fome place their confidence 
in the father, and fome in the mother, 
and, by degrees,; the houfc is filled with 
artifices and feuds. 

«• The 
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** The opiniot^p of children and pa- 
tents, of the young and the old, are na- 
turally op.;ofite, by the contrary efFefls 
of hope and dcfpotidence, of expe£U- 
tion and experience, without crime or 
folly on cither fide. The colours of life 
in youth and age appear different, as the 
face of nature in fpring and winter. And 
how can children credit the aflcrtions of 
parents, which their own eyes Ihow them 
tobefalfe? 

** Few parents aft in fuch a manner 
as much to enforce their maxims by the 
credit of their lives. The old man trufts 
wholly to flow contrivance and gradual 
progrcffion : the yoiuh expei5ts to force 
his way by genius, vigour, and preci- 
pitance. The old man pays regard to 
riches, and the youth reverences virtue, 
B 2 Tlic 
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The old man deifies ppidence : the yonth 
commits himfelf to magnanimity and 
chance. The young man, who inteods 
no ill, believes that none is inteaded«- 
and therefore a^ with openoels and 
candour : but his father, having fuf- 
Jfered the injuries <^ fraud, b impelled 
■to fufpeft, and too often allured to prac- 
tice it. Age looks with anger on the 
temerity of youth, and youth with con- 
tempt on the fcrupulofity of age. Thus 
parents and children, forthegreateft part, 
live on -to love lefs and lefe: and, if 
. thofe whom nature has thus clolely uni- 
ted are the torments of each other, where 
Ihall we look for tendernefs and confola- 
tion?" 

** Surely, f^d the prince, you muft " 
have been unfortunate in your choice of 
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acqutintance ; I am unwilling to believe, 
that the moft tender of all relations is thus 
impeded in its«fie£tsby natural necefHty." 

** Domeftick difcord, anfwercd fiic, 
is not inevitably and fatally necelTary-, 
but yet is not eafily avoided. We fel- 
dom fee that a whole fwriily is virtuous : 
the good and evil cannot well agree } and 
the evil can yet lefs agree with one ano- 
ther: even the virtuous fall fometimes 
to variance, when their virtues are of 
different kinds, and tending to extremes. 
In general, thole parents have moft re- 
verencewho moft defervc it: for he that 
lives well cannot be defpifed. 

■ '* Many other evils infeft private life. 
Some are the flaves of fervants whom 
"they have trufted with their afl&rrs. Some 
-are kept in continual inKiety to the ca- 
B 3 price 
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price of rich relations, whom they cari- 
notpleafe, and dare not oHcnd. Some 
hufbands are imperious, and fome wives 
perverle : and, as it is always more cafy 
^ do tvil th^n goo4» though the wif- 
clom or virtue of one can very rarely 
make many happy, the folly or vice qf 
Ope may often make many miferable." 

** If fuch be the general effeft of mar- 
riage, faid the prince, I ftiall, for the 
future, think it dangerous to conneft my 
jntcreft with that of another, left I 
ihould be unhappy by my partner's 
fault." 

*' I have met, faid the princefe, with 

many who live fingle for that reafon ; but 

I never found that their prudence ought 

torwicenvy. They dream away their 

time 
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time without friendlhip, without fbnd- 
nefc, and are driven to rid themfelvres of 
riie day, for which they have no ufc, by 
childifh amufements, or vicious delights. 
They ad as beings under the conftant 
fenfe of fome known inferiority, that fills 
their minds with rancour, and their 
tongues with cenfure. They are peevilh 
at home, and malevolent abroad -, and, 
astheout-lawsof humannature, make it 
their bufinefs and their pleafilre to dif- 
turb that fociety which debars them from 
its privileges. To live without feeling 
or exciting fympathy, to be fortunate 
without adding to the felicity of others, 
or affliftcd without tafting the balm of 
pity, is a ftate more gloomy than foli- 
tude : it is not retreat butexclufion from 
mankind. Marriage has many pains, 
but celibacy has no pleafures." 

B + »* What 
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** Wh^ then is to bf: done ? f»d Raffdas £ 
the ijiore wp enquire, thp )e^ we can K- 
folve. Surely he is jnofl: likely to pteofe 
himteirthat has nf} ptber inclinaticm to 
regard." 



CHAP. XXVII. 

Di^uifition upon greatnefs. 

TJJ E converfation had a fliort paufe. 
The prince, having conffdcrcd 
his filler'^ obfervations, told her, thac 
ihe had furveyed life with prejudice, 
and fuppofed mifery where Ihe did npt 
find ii. *' Your parrative,^ fays he, 
throws yet a darker gloom upon the 
profpcfts of futurity : the prediftions of 
Imlac were but faint (ketches of ihf: evi]^ 
painted by Nekayaji, I have been 
lately 
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Itf^y convinced th^t quiet is not the 
4^]gbt^ of grandeur, or of power : 
th4C her preface b nM to be bought by 
wealth, nor enforced by conqueft. It is 
evident, that as any man afts in a wider 
compifs, he rauft be more expofed to op- 
pofition from enmity or mifcarriage from 
chance ; whoever has mMy to pleafe or to 
govern, tnull ufc the minlftry of oiany 
agents, fomc of whom will be wicked, 
and fomc ignorant } by fome he will be 
milled, and by others betrayed. If he 
gratifies one he will offend another: 
thofe that are not favoured will think 
themfelves injured; and, fmcc favours 
can be conferred but upon few, the 
greater number will be always difcon- 
terted.". 

"The 
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•' The difcontent, faid the prmcefs, 
which is thus unreafonable, I hope that* 
I Ihall always have fpirit to dcfpife* and 
you, power to rcprefs." 

** Difcontent, anfvrercd RalHas, will 
not always be without reafon under the 
tnoftjuft or vigilant adminiflration of 
publick affairs. None, however at- 
tentive, can always difcover that meric 
which indigence or faction may hap- 
pen to obfcure-, and none, however 
powerful, can always reward it. Yet, 
he that fees inferiour defcrt advan- 
ced above him, will naturally impute 
that preference to partiality or caprice j . 
and, indeed, it can fcarcely be hoped 
that any man, however magnaniqious 
by nature, or exalted by condition 
will be able to pcrlift for ever in 
fixed 
8 
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fixed and inexorable juftice of diftribu- 
tion : he will fotnetimes indulge his own 
a^ftions, and fomerimes thole of his £i- 
Tourites ) he will permit fome to pleafe 
him who can never fcrve htm; he will 
difcover in thole whom he hives quali- 
ties which in reality they do not pdKfi j 
and to thofe, from whom he icmves 
pleafure, he will in his turn endeavoor 
to ^ve it. Thus will recommendations 
fometimes prevail which were purchafel 
by money, or by the more dcftrudive 
bribery of flattery and fervility." 

" He that has much to do will do 
ibmething wrong, and of that wnn^ 
muft fulfer the confcquences; and, if 
it were polTible that he fhtnild always aft 
rightly, yet when fuch numbers are to 
Judge of his conduft, the bad will cen- 
fure 
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-fiwB hf^ obftrua him by malevolem:?, 
wd ^ good foretimes by mi&akt. 

" Thf Hi^ieft ^Ktions cannot therefore 
h(^, ^to. be'the abodes' of bappinefs, 
ntvich I would willingly believe Co have 
fled from thrones and palaces to feats 
of humble privacy and placid obfcuri- 
ty. For what can hinder the fitrisfac- 
tion, or intercept the expeftations, of him 
wbofe abilities arc adequate to his em- 
ployments} who fees wkh his own eyes 
the whofe circyit o£ his inftoence, who 
choufes by his own knowledge all whom 
fie truAs* ^nd Whom nche ate tentpuf^ 
to deccirc by hope or fear ? Surely he 
has nixhiog to do bue to Ipve and eo be 
Mveii, I* be viraiotis and (o be happy."' 

«-Whe. 
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** Whether perfect happinefs wpuld be 
procured by perfcft goodncfs, faJd Ne- 
kayah, this world will never afford an op- 
portunity of deciding, Butttiis, atleaft, 
may be maintained, that we do net al- 
ways find vifible happinefs in proponion 
to vifible virtue. All natural and al- 
moft alt political evib, are incident alike 
to the had and good : they arc csnfoiind* 
ed in the nailery of a famine, aad not much 
difliinguilhed in. the fiuy of a fatftion } 
they fink tt^ether in ai tsiDpefl;, and ift 
driven together from theiccountryby In^ 
vaders. AU that virtue can iifford is 
quietnefs of confcience, a fteady prolpedl 
of a happier ftatc; this, may enable us 
to endure calamity with patieoce ; but 
remember that patience mult fuppofit 
pain." 

¥ C H A P.- 
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CHAP. XXVlIt. 

Raflelas and Nekayah continue 
their converfation. 

"r^EAR princefs, faid Raflelas, 
■i-' you fall into the common er- 
rours of exaggeratory declamation, by 
producing, in a familiar difquifition, ex- 
amples of national calamities, and fcenes 
of exccnfive mifery, which are found 
in books rather than in the world, and 
which, as they are horrid, are ordained 
to be rare. Let u3 not im^ine evils 
wtuch we do not feel, nor injure life by 
piifrcprefcntations. I cannot bear that 
querelous eloquence which threatens 
every city with a fiege like that of Jeru- 
falem. 
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. &lem, that makes famine attend on every 
0ight of locuftsi and fulpends peftilence 
on the wing of every blaft that iflliev 
from the fouth. 

*' On neceflary and inevitable evils, 
which overwhelm kingdoms at once, all 
difputation isv^n: when they happen 
[hey muft be endured. But it is evident, 
that thefe burfts of univcrfal diftrefs are 
more dreaded than feh: thoufands and 
ten thoufands flourifli in youth, and wi- 
ther in age, without the knowledge of 
any other than domcftick evils, and 
fliare the fame pleafures and vexations 
whether their kings are mild or cruel, 
whether the armies of their country per- 
fuc their enemies, or retreat before them. 
"While courts aredifturbed with inteftine 
competitions, and ambaffadours are ne- 
gotiating 
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godfting tfl foreign' coufun^T the feinth 
ftiti plies his anrHi, atid the htiA^cindmart 
drires his plow fdrward ; the nCccflaries 
of life are required and oWained,- and 
the fucceffive bufinefs of the feafons 
continues to maKc its wonted revolu- 
tions." 

** Let us ceafe to- confider what; per- 
haps, may never happen, and whatr, 
when it fliall h^ipen, will laugh at hu- 
man fpeculation; We mil not endea- 
Tour to modify tfie motions of the ele- 
ments, or tff fix die dfeftiily of king- 
doms. It is onrbufiners to confidef what 
beings like us may perform ; each la- 
bouring for his own happinefs, by pro- 
moting within his circle, however nar- 
row, the happinefs of others. 

*' Mar- 
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" Marriage is evidently the diftite of 
nature \ men and women were made to 
be companions of each other, and there- 
fore I cannot be perfuaded but that mar- 
riage is one of the means of happinefs." 

*' I know not, faid the princefs, whe- 
ther marriage be more than one of the 
innumerable modes of human mifery. 
When I fee and reckon the various 
forms of connubial infelicity, the un- 
expcfted caufes of lafting difcord, the 
diverfitics of temper, the oppofitions of 
opinion, the rude coUifions of contrary 
defire where both are urged by violent ini- 
pulfes, the obftinate cbntefts of difagree- 
ing virtues, where both are fupported 
by confcioufnefs of good intention, I am 
fcmetimes difpofed to think with the fe- 
Tcrer cafuifts of mod nations, that mar- 

VOL. II. C riagc 
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riage is rather permitted than approved* 
&nd that none, but by the inftigation of 
a pafljon too much indulged, entangle 
themfelves with indlfToluble compass." 

'* You feem to forget, replied Raflclas 
that you have, even now, reprefcnted 
celibacy as kfs. happy than marriage. 
Both conditions may be bad, but they 
cannot both be worft. Thus it happens 
when wrong opinions are entertained, 
that they mutually deftroy each other, 
and leave the mind open to truth." 

*' I did not expeft, snfweredthcprin-. 
cdk, to hear that imputed to falihood- 
which is the confequcnce only of frailty. 
To the mind, as to the eye, it is diffi- 
cult to compare with exaftnefs objeds 
vail in their extent, and various in their 
parts. 
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parts. Where we fee or conceive the 
whole at once we readily note the difcri- 
minations and decide the preference ; but 
ef twofyftems, of which neither can be 
furveyed by any hitman being in its full 
compafs of magnitude and multiplicity 
of complication, where is the wonder, 
that judging of the whole by parts, I 
am alternately afeAed by one and the 
other as either prefles on my memory or 
fancy ? We difltr from ourfelves ]u& as 
we differ from each other, when we fee 
only part of the queftion, as in the mul- 
tifarious relations of politicks and mora- 
lify : but when we perceive the whole at 
once, as in numerical computations, all 
agree in one judgqient, and fione ever 
varies his opinion." 

C z « Let 
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*■ Let us not add, faid the prince, to 
the other evils of life, the bicternefs of 
controverfy, nor endeavour to vie with 
each other in fubtllties of argument. 
We arc employed in a fearch, of which 
both are equally to enjoy the fuccefs, or 
fuSer by the mifcarriage. It is there- 
fore fit that we aflift each other. You 
furely conclude too haftily from the in- 
felicity of marriage againft its inftitu- 
don i will not the mifery of life prove 
equally that life cannot be the gift of 
heaven ? The world mud be peopled by 
marriage, or peopled without it." 

" How the world is to be peopled, 
returned Nckayah, is not my care, and 
n«ds not be yours. I fee no danger that 
the prefent generation fiiould omit to 
Jcave fucceffors behind them : we are not 
now 
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now enquiring for the world, but ■for 
Ourfelves." 



CHAP, xxviir. 
The debate on marriage continued. 

*''T~^HE good of the whole, fays 
X RaHcIas, is the fame with the 
good of all its parts. If marri^ be 
beft for mankind it muft be evidently 
beft for individuals, or a permanent and 
ncceflary duty mufl: be the caufc of 
evil, and fome muft be Inevitably (acri- 
ficed to the convenience of others. In 
the eftimate which you have made of the 
two ftaces, it appears that the incom- 
modities of a lingle life are, in a greuf 
C 3 mea- 
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meaTun!, nKceOkry and cettainj but choft 
of the conjugfti ftate accidental apd avoid- 
able, 

*' I cannot forbear to flatter myfelf 
that prudence and benevolence will make 
marriage happy. The general folly of 
mankind a the caufe of general complaint. 
"What can be expected but difappointr 
ment and, repentance from a choice made 
in the injmaturity of youth, in the ar- 
dour of defire, without judgment, with- 
out forefight, without enquiry' after 
conformity of opinions, fimilarity of 
manners, reditude of judgment, or pu- 
rity of fenriment. , 

** 5uch Is the common procefs of mar-r 
liage. A yout^ and maiden meetit^ 
by chinoe, or brought together by ar'- 
Ufice, %»chang«glaiices, reciprocate civi- 
lities* 
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Ikies, go home, and dream of one another. 
Having litUe to divert attention, or di- 
verfify thought, they find themfclves un • 
eafy when they are apart, and therefore 
conclude that they Ihalt be happy loge-^ 
ther. They marry, and difcover what 
nothing but voluntuy blindnefs had be* 
fore concealed ; they wear out life in al- 
tercations, and charge nature with crud* 
ty. 

*' From thofc early marriages pro- 
ceeds likewifc the rivalry of parents and 
children ; the fon is eager to enjoy the 
world before the father is willing to for- 
fakeit, and there is hardly room at once 
for two generations. The daughter be- 
gins to bloom before the mother can be 
content to fade, and neither can forbear 
Co wilh for the abfence of the other. 

C 4 ;' Surely 



24- The PRINCE of 
•* Surely all thefe evils may be avoid- 
ed by that deliberation and delay which 
prudence prefcribes to irrevocable choice. 
In the variety and jollity of youthful 
pleafures life may be well enough fup- 
portcd without the help of a partner. 
Longer time will incrcafe experience, and 
wider views will allow better opportu- 
nities of enquiry and feleftion : one ad- 
vantage, at leaft, will be certain ; the 
parents will be vifibly older than their 
children." 



*' What reafon cannot colleft, faid 
Nekayah, and what experiment has not 
yet taught, can be known only from the 
report of others. I have been told that 
late marriages are not eminently happy. 
This is a queftion too important to he 
negiefled, and I have often propofed it to 
thofe. 
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t!\ofe,whofeaccuracyof remark, and com- 
prehenHvends of knowledge, made their 
fufiragcs worthy of regard. They have 
generally determined, that it is danger- 
ous for a man and woman to fufpend 
their fate upon each other, at a time 
when opinions are fixed, and habits are 
eftabliflied ; when friendfliips have been 
contrafled on both fides, when life has 
been planned into method, and the mind 
has long enjoyed the coiuemplation of 
its own profpefls. 

*' It is fcarcely poflible that two tra- 
velling through the world under the 
conduct of chance, fhould have been 
both directed to the fame path, and it 
will not often happen that either will 
quit the track which cuficmi has made 
pleafing. When the defultory levity 
of 
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o£ youth has fettled into regularity, it 19 
foon fucceeded by pride afliamed to yield, 
or obftinacy delighting to contend. 
And even though mutual efteem pro- 
duces mutual defireto pleafe, time itfelf, 
as it modifies unchange^Iy the external 
mien, determines likewife the diredion 
of the palTions, and gives an inflexible 
rigidity to the manners. Long cuftoms 
are not ealily broken : he that attempts 
to change the courfe of his own life, 
very often labours in vain; and how 
ihall wc do that for others which we are 
feldom able to do for ourfelves ?" 

** But fiirely interpofed the prince, 

you fuppofe the chief motive of choice 

forgotten or neglciSed. Whenever I 

fiiall Jeek a wife, it ihall be my firft 

quef^ 
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queftion, whether flie be wiiltng to be 
led by reafon ?" 

Thus it is, faid Nckayah, that phi- 
Icrfbphera are deceived. There are a 
thoufand familiar disputes which realbn 
never can deciLie i queftioiis chat elude 
inveftigation, and make Ic^ck ridi' 
culous i cales where fomething mud be 
done, and where little can be faid. Con- 
fider the (late of inankind« and enquire 
how few can be fuppofed to a& upon any 
occafions, whether fmall or great, with 
all the rcafona of aflion prefent to their 
minds. Wretched would be the pair 
above all names of wretchednefs, who 
ihould be doomed to adjufl: by reafon 
every morfiing all the minute detail of a 
tdonnefiickdiy. 

"Thofc 
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"Thofc who marry at an advanced 
age, wiU probably efcape the cncroach- 
oicnrs of their children; but, in dimi- 
nution of this advantage, they will be 
likely to leave them, ignorant and hclp- 
lefe, to a guardian's mercy : cw, if that 
fliould not happen, they mult at tcafl 
go out of the world before they fee thofe 
whom they love beft cither wife or great. 

" From thdr children, if they have 
lefs to fear, they have lefs alio to hope, 
and they lo(e, without equivalent, the 
joys of early love, ?nd the convenience 
of uniting with manners pliant, and 
minds fufcepdble of new impredions, 
which mightwear away thdrdiffimilitudes 
by long cohabitation, as (o& bodies, hf 
continual attrition, conform thctrfurfaces 
to each other. 

"I 

'■ Cooylc 
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" I believe it will be found that thoie 
■who many late are bcft pleafed vrith their 
children, and thole who many early with 
their partaeis," 

" The union of dielc two aficfUons, 
laid' Kaflelas, would produce all that 
could be wiflied. Perhaps there is a rime 
when marriage might uniK them, a time 
neither too early for the father, nor too 
late for the hufband." 

** Every hour, anlwered the princefs, 
confirms my prejudice in favour of the 
pofiiion fo often uttered by the month of 
Imlac, * That nature fets her gifts on the 
ri_ght hand and on the left.* Thofe con- 
ditions, which 6atter hope and attra£): de- 
fire, are fo conftituted, that, as we ap- . 
ptoach one, we recede from another. 
There 
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There are goods fo oppofed that we can* 
not feize both, but, by too much pru- 
dence, may pafs between them at too 
great a diftance to reach either. This is 
often the fate of long confideration ; he 
does nothing who endeavours to do more 
than is allowed to humanity. Flatter 
not yourfelf with contrarieties of pleafurc. 
Of the bleffings fet before you make 
your choice, and be content. No man 
can tade the fruits of autumn while he i» 
delighting his fcent with the flowers of the 
fpring : no man can, at the fame time, 
fill his cup from the fource and from the 
mouth of the Nile." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Imlac enters, and changes the 
converfation. 

HERE Imlac entered, and inter- 
rupted them. " Imlac, faid 
Rafielas, I have been taking from the 
princefs the difmal hiftory of private 
life, and am almoft difcouraged from 
further fearch," 

*' It fcems to me, faid Imlac, that 
while you are making the choice of life, 
you negleft to live. You wander about 
a fingle city, which, however large and 
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divcrfified, can now afford few novel- 
ties, and forget that you are in a coun- 
try, famous among the carlieft monar- 
chies for the power and wifdani of its 
inhabitants ■, a country where the fci- 
ences firll dawned that illumtnats the 
world, and beyond which the arts can- 
not be traced of civil focicty or domef- 
ticli life. 

** The old Egyptians have left behind 
them monuments of induftry and power 
before which all European magnificence is 
confefled to fade away. The ruins of 
their architefture are the fchools of mo- 
dern builders, and from the wonders 
which time has fpared we may conjec- 
ture, though uncertainly, what it has 
deftroyed." 

"My 
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*' My curiofity, fatd Raflfelas, does 
Hot very flrongly lead me to furvey piles 
of ftone, or mounds of earth ; my bu- 
finefs is with man. I came hither not to 
meafure fragments of temples, or trace 
choaked aquedutfts, but to look upoa 
tlie various fcenes of the prefent world." 

*' The things that arc now before 
us, faid the princefs, requite anention, 
and defcrve it. What have I to do 
with the heroes or the monuments of 
ancient times ? with times which never 
can return, and heroes, whofe form of 
life was different from all that the pre- 
fent condition of mankind requires or 
allows." 

"* To know any thing, returned the 
poet, we muft know its cffeib ; to fee 
men we muft fee their work?,^ that ye. 

VoL, II. D may 
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may learn what reafon has di<5taied, or 
paflion has incited, and End what are 
the moft powerful motives of ailion. To 
judge rightly of die prefent we mud 
oppofe it to the pail; for all judg- 
ment is OHliparative, and of the future 
nothing can be known. The truth is, 
that no mind is much employed upon 
the prcfent : recolkdion and anticipation - 
fill up almoft all our moments. Our 
pafljons are joy and grief, love and ha- 
tred, hope and fear. Of joy and grief 
the pafl is the objcft, and the future of 
hope and fear ; even love and hatred re- 
fpedt the paft, for the caufe muft have 
been before the effect. 



** The preftnt flate of things is tlie 

confeqiience of the former, and it is 

natural to inquire what were the fcurces 

of 



A B I S S 1 N I A. 35 

of the good that wc enjoy, or of the evil 
that wc fuffer. If we adt only for our- 
felves, to nt^left the ftudy of hiftory 
is not prudent: if vre are tntrufted with 
the care of others, it is not juft. Ig- 
norance, when ic is voluntary, is crimi- 
nal } and he may properly be charged 
with evil who refulcd to learn how he 
might prevent it. ' 

*' There is no part of hiftory fo gene- 
rally ufeful as that which relates the pro- 
grefs of the human mind, the gradual 
improvement of reafon, the fucceffivc 
advances of fcience, the viciffitudes of 
learning and ignorance which arc the light 
and darknefs of thinking beings, theex- 
tinflion and refufcitacion of arts, and 
the revolutions of the intellcdual world. 
If accounts of battles and invafions are 
D 2 pe- 
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peculiarly the bufinefs of princes, the; . 
nfeflil or elegant arcs are not to be ne- 
glet^ed i tbofe who have kingdoms to 
gCFvern, have undeH^ndings to ctiltivate. 

** Example is always more efficacious 
than precept. A foWier is formed in war, 
and a painter muft copy piAures. In 
this, contemplativelife has the advantage: 
great aftions are fcldom feen, but the 
labours of art are always at hand for 
thofc who defirc to know what art has 
been able to perform. 

•' "When the eye or the imagination 
is ftruck with any uncommon work 
the next tranfition of an a£ltve mind 
is to the means by which it was per- 
formed. Here Iwgins the true ufe of fuch 
contemplation J we enlarge our compre- 
licnfion 
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henfi ;n by new ideas, and perhaps recover 
fomc art lofl: t(J mankind, or learn what 
is lefs perfectly known in our own coun- 
try. At Icaft we compare our own with 
former times, and either rejoice at our 
■ improvements, or, what is the firft mo- 
tioa towards good, difcover ourdc&fts.'* 

^* \ am willing, faid the -prince, tp 
fee all that can deferve my fearch." 
*' And I, faid the princefs, ftiall rejoice 
CO learn fomething of the manners of an< 
Equity." 

*' The moft pompous monument of 
.Egyptian greatnefs, and one of the moft 
bulky works of manual induftry, faid 
Imlac, are the pyramids ; fabricks raifed 
before the time of hiftory, and of which 
the earlieft narradras afford us only uil- 
D 3 certun 
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cercain traditions. Of thefc the greateft: 
is ftill landing very little injured by 
. time," 

•* Let us vifit them to morrow, faid 
Nekayah. 1 have often heard of the 
Pyramids, and fliall not reft,, till I have 
fecn them within and without with my 
own eyes." 



CHAP. XXX, 

They vifit the Pyramids; 

TH E rcfolution being thus taken, 
they fet out the next day. They laid 
tents upon their camels, being refolved 
.to ftay among the pyramids till their cu- 
'liofity was fully fatisfied. " They tra- 
' veiled 
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Veiled gently, turned afide to cveiy thing 
remarkable, flopped from time to time 
and converfed with the inhabitants, and 
obfcrved the various appearances ot 
towns ruined and inhabited, of wild and 
ailiivated nature. 

When they came to the great py- 
ramid they were afl:onifhed at the extenC 
' of the bafe, and the height of the top. 
Imlac explained to them the principles 
upon which the pyramidal fwm WM 
chofcn for a fabrick intended to co-ex- 
tend its duration with that of the world: 
he (howed that its gradual diminution 
gave it fuch ftabiljty, as defeated all 
the common attacks of the elements, and 
could fcarcely be overthrown by earth- 
quakes themfelves, the lead refiltible of 
natural violence. A concufGod that 
D 4 fliould 
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Ihould (hatter the pyramid would threai^t 
en the dificdution of tbe continent. 

They meafured all its djmenfions, and 
pitched their tents at its foot. Next day 
they prepared to enter its interiour apait- 
ments, and having hired the commcm 
guides climbed up to the Brft paflage, 
■when tliefavouriteof theprincefs, look- 
ing into (lie cavity, flepped back and 
trembled. " Feku;^ iaid the pnncels, 
of w,hat.att thou afraid?" " Of the 
parrow entrance; aafwered the lady, and 
of the ditiadful gloom. I dare not enter 
a place ^vhich mi^ furely be inhabitul 
by unquiet fouls. The original poflef- 
forg of thefe dreadful vaults wilt ftart up 
before us, and, perhaps, Ihut us in far 
yvfir.-** She fpoke, and threw her arms 
ro^n^ the neck of her miArefs. 

'■ If 
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" ** If all your fear be of apparitions, 
faid the prince, I will promife you fafety : 
there is no danger from the dead i ho 
that is once buried will" be feen no more." 

" That the dead arc fcen no more, 
faid Imlac, I will not undenake to main- 
tain againft the concurrent and unvaried 
teiliimony of all ages, and of all nations. 
There is no people, rude or learned, 
among whom apparitions of the dead 
are not related and believed. This opi- 
nion, which, perhaps, prevails as fat aa 
human nature is dilfuied, could becoma 
univcrfal only by its truth ; thofe, that 
never heard of one another, would no? 
have agreed in a tale which nothing but 
experience can make crediHe. That 
)t is doubted by Hnglc cavillers can 
ve^ little weaken the general evidence, 
aii4 
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and ibmc who deny it with their tonguei 
confcfs it by their fears. 

** y« I do not mean to add new tcr- 
fours to thofe which have already fcizcd 
upon Pekuah. There can be no reafon 
why fpeiflres fhould haunt the pyramid 
more than other places, or why they 
fhould have power or will to hurt inno- 
cence and purity. Our entrance is no 
violtion of their privilcdges ; we can take 
nothing from them, how then can we 
offend them ?" 

" My dear Pekuah, faid the prinrefs", 
I will always go before you, and Imlac 
IhaJI follow you. Remember that you 
are the companion of the ptinceis of 
Abiflinia." 

•Mf 
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If the princefs is pleafed thai her 
fcrvant fliould die, returned the lady, 
let her command fome death lels dread- 
ful than enclofure in this hortid cavern. 
You know I dare not difobey you : I 
muft go if you command me -, but, if I 
Once enter, 1 never flwii come back.'* 

*' The princefs law that her fear waa 
too ftrong for expoftulation or reproof, 
and embracing her, told her that fhe 
/hould itay in the tent till their return. 
Pekuah vas yet not fatisBed, but en- 
treated the prlncefi not to pcrfoe fo 
dreadful a purpofe as that of entering the 
receflcs of the pyramid. ** Though I 
cannot teach courage, faid Nekayah, t 
muft not learn cowardifej nor leave 
at laft undone what I cameJiither only to 
iJo." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

They enter the Pyramid. 

PEKUAH defcended' totKc tents, 
and the reft entered the pyramid : 
.they pafled through the galleries, furvey- 
'ed the vaults . of maitle, and examined 
the cheft in which the body of the 
founder is luppolcd to have been rcpo- 
fited. They then fat down in one of the 
moft fp^ous chambers to reft a while 
■before they attempted to return. 

" We have now, faid Imlac, grati- 
fied our minds with an exai5t view <rf the 
'greatell work of man, except rfie wall 
of China. 

«0f 



A B I S S I N I A. 4^ 

*• Of the wall it is very cafy to aflign 
the motives. It fccurcd a wealthy and ti-. 
morous nadon from the incurlions of Bar' 
barians, whofe unflcilfulnefs in arcs made 
it eafier for them to fuppty their wants 
b^ rapine than by ioduftry, and who 
from time to time poured in upon the 
habitations of peaceful commerce, aa 
vultures defcend upon domeilick fow). 
Their celerity and fiercenels made the 
wall.neceflary, and their ignorance made 
it efficacious. 

. *.* But for the pyramids n6 reafon has 
ever been given adequate (o the eoft and 
labour of the work. The narrownefs of 
the chambers prcrves that it could afford 
no retreat from enemies, and treafurcs 
might have been repofitcd at far Icfs cx- 
pence with equal lecurity. . It feems to 
have 
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have been erefted only in compliance 
with that hunger of imagination which 
preys inccfiantly upon life, and muft be 
always appcafcd by ibme eraployment. 
Thofe who have already all that they can 
enjoy, mull enlarge their defires. He' 
that has built for ufe, till ufe is fup- 
plied, muft begin to build for vanity, 
and extend his plan to the utmoH: power 
of human performance, that he may not 
be foon reduced to form another with. 

*' I confider this mighty ftrudure as 
a monument of the infufficiency of hu- 
man enjoyments. A king, whofe power 
is unlimited, and whofe treafures fur- 
mount all real and imaginary wants, is 
compelled to folace, by the eredtion of 
a pyramid, the faticty of dominion and 
taftdelne& of pleafures^ and to amnfe 
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the ttfdioufneG of declining life, by fee- 
ing thoufands labouring without end, 
and one (lone, for no purpofe, laid upon 
another. Whoever thou art, that, not 
content with a moderate condition, ima- 
gined happinefs in royal magnificence, 
and dreamed that command or riches can 
ieed the appetite of novelty wlih perpe- 
tual gratifications, furvey the pyramids, 
and confefs thy folly !'* 



CHAP. XXXII. 

The princefs meets with an uncx- 
peded misfortune. 

THEY rofj up, and returned 
through the cavity at which they 
had entered, and the princefs prepared 
for 



4i Thk prince or 

for her favourite a long narrative of dark ' 
labyrinths, and coftly rooms, and of the 
diffijrent imprefllons which the varieties 
of the way had made upon her. But, 
when they came to their train, they found 
every one filent and dejeifted : the men 
difcovercd fliame and fear in their coun- 
tenances, and the women were weeping 
in the tents. 

What had happened they did not try 
to conjedure, but immediately enquired. 
*' You had fcarcely entered into the py- 
ramid, faid one of the attendants, when 
a troop of Arabs rufhed upon us : we 
Were too few to refift them, and too fiow 
to efcape. They were about to fcarch 
the tents, fel us on our camels, and drive 
us along before them, when the approach 
of fomc Turkifh horfemen put them to 
7 ' flight; 
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flight ; but they feized the lady Pekuah 
with her two maids, and carried them 
away : the Turks are now perfuing them 
l?y our inftigation, but I fear they will, 
not be able to overtake them." 

- Tlie princefs was- overpowered with 
furprife and, grief. Raflelas, m the firit 
heat, of his refcntinent, . ordered hb 
fervants to follow him, and prepared to, 
ptrfue the robbers with his fabrc in his 
hand. " Sir, faid Imlac, what can you 
hope from violence or valour ? the Arabs 
are mounted on horfes trained to battle 
^ and retreat ; we have only beafls of buri- 
den. By leaving our prefent ftation we 

may lofe the princefs, but cannot hope 

to regain Pekuah." 

Vol; II. E . - - In 
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Jn a flicfft time the Turks returned, 
ftaving no£ been able to ceach the en&-' 
my. The princds buril out into new 
kmentadons, aadRtHelss could fcatccly 
forbear to reproaeh them with cowaEdrtej 
but Imlae was of opinion, that the efcapc 
•f the Arabs was no addition to their 
misfortunCi for, peshaps, they would 
have killed tbeic captives nuher than 
karc scBffxi them. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

They return to C^irp without 
Pckuah. 

THERE was nothijig to be hop^ 
from longer ftay. They returned 
Co. Catsa repcndng o£ their curiofiejt* 
cea- 
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eenfurinfg the negligrnce of thi govirn-. 
ment, larmentingthdrowrtraiWncfs'^hich 
had ne0t^id to jKOCure A guard, ima- 
gining many estpedients by which the loft 
of Pekuah might have been prevented, 
and Rfolving to do fb'mfcthing for her re- 
covery, though ndne could fiM any 
thing proper to be done. 

Nckayah retired to hrt- chartbet-, 
Wiere her women attempted to tOmfort 
her, by telling he)* that all had theli- 
troubles, and that lady l^uah had En- 
joyed much happinefs in the world for a 
long time, and might reafooably expert 
a change of fortune. They hoped that 
ibme good would hcfH her wbercfoevrt 
jhie was, and that their rhiftrefs would find 
another frJeftd who might tu^ply her 
place. 

E 2 The 
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The princels made them no anfwer, 
and they continued the form of condo- 
lence, not much grieved in their hearts 
chat the farourite was loll. 

Next day the prince prefented to the 
Bafla a memorial of the wrong which 
he had fuBered, and a petition for rcr 
drefs. The Bafla threatened to punifh 
the robbers, but did not attempt to catch 
them, nor, indeed, could any account or 
defcripiion be given by which he might 
direct the perfuic. 

It foon appeared that nothing would 
be done by authority. Governors, be- 
iqg accuftomed to hear of more crimes 
than they can punilh, and more wrongs 
than they can redrefs, fet themfelves ac 
eafe by indifcriminate negligence, and 
pre- 
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prcfemly forget the requcft when they 
lofe fight of the petitioner. 



Imlac then endeavoured to gain fome 
intelligence by private agents. He 
found many who pretended to an exaft 
knowledge of all the haunts of the A- 
rabs, and to regular correfpondence with 
their chiefs, and who readily undertook 
the recovery of Pekuah. Of thefe, fome 
were furnilhcd with money for their jour- 
ney, and came back no more ; fome 
were liberally paid for accounts which a 
&w days difcovered to be falfe. But the 
princefs would not fuffer any means, 
however improbable, to be left untried. 
While fhe was doing fomething (he kept 
her hope alive. As one expedient f^ed, 
another was fuggeftcd ; when one mef- 
E 3 fcnger 
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fenger returped unfuccefsfu!) another wa» 

defpatched to a different quarter. 

Two mqntks bad now paffiid, and of 
Pekuah nothing, had been heard ; the 
hopes which they had endeavoured to 
raife iq each other grew mpre languid, 
and the princefs, whan (he f^w nothing 
more to be tried, funk down inconfola- 
ble in hopelefs dejeiftion. A thoufand 
times (he reproached herielf with the 
eafy compliance by. which Ihe permitted 
her favourite to flay behind iier. " Had 
not my fopdncfs, faid flie, leflened my. 
authority^ Pekuah had not dared to talk 
of her terrouts. She ought to have; 
feared me more than fpeftres. A fcver^ 
look would have overpowered her j a, 
peremptory command, would have com- 
fcelled, obedience. Why did foolifh in- 
dulgence 
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(kflgence prevail upon me ? Why did Z 
■not (peak and rdufc to hear ?'* 

" Great princefs, faid Imlac, do not 
reproach yourfeU" for your virtue, orcon- 
fider that as blameable by which evil has 
atcidentally been caufed. Tour tender^ 
ncfs for the timidity of Pekuah was ge- 
nerous and kind. When we a& accord- 
ing to our duty, we commit the event 
to him by whofe taws car actions are ^- 
vcrned, and who wiH fuffer none to be 
finaHy punilhed for obedience. When, 
in profpcft erf" (bme good, whether na- 
tural or moral, we break the rules pre- 
fcribed us, we withdraw from the di- 
reftion of fuperiour wifdom, and take 
idl confequences upon ourfelves. Man 
cannot fo far know the connexioa 
■of caufes ^d events, as that he' may 
E 4 venture 
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venture to do wrong in order to do right. 
When we perfue our end by lawful 
means, we may always confole our mif- 
carriage by the hope of future rccom- 
penfe. When we confult only our own 
policy, and attempt to find a nearer 
way to good, by overleaping the fettled 
boundaries, of right and wrong, we can- 
not be happy even by fuccels, becaufe 
we cannot efcape the confcioufnefs of our 
fault} but, if we mifcarry, the difajipoint- 
ment is irremediably embittered. How 
comfordefs is the forrow of him, who 
feels at once the pangs of guilt, and the 
vexation of calamity which guilt Has 
brought upon him ? 

" Confider, princefs, ijwhat would have 

been your condition, if the lady Pckuah 

had entreated to accompany you, 

and, 
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and, being compelled to ftay in the 
tents, had been carried away -, or how 
would you have born the thought, if you 
had forced her into the pyramid, and 
fhe had died before you in agonies of 



" Had either happened, faid Nekayah, 
I could not have endured life till now : 
I /hould have been tortured to madnefs 
by the remembrance of fuch cruelty, or 
muft have pined away in abhorrence of 
myfelf." 

" This at Icaft, faid Imlac, is the prc- 
fcnt reward of virtuous conduft, thst 
no unlucky confequence can oblige us 
to repent it." 



Tmb prince o? 



CHAP, xxxrv. 

The princefs languishes for want oi 
Pekuah. 

NEK A T A H, bang thus recon- 
ciled to hcrfclf, found that no 
€vil'!3 inliipportable but that which is 
accompanied wiihconfcioufnefs of wrong. 
She was, from that time, delivered from 
the violence of tempeftuous forrow, and 
funk into filent penfivenefi and gloomy 
tranquillity. She fat from morning to 
evening recoIle£ling all that had been 
done or faid by-her Pekuah,, treafured 
up with care every trifle on which Pekuah 
had Tet an accidental value, and which 
might rccal to mind any little incident 
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«r carelels conver&tion. The ftntiments 
of her^ whom- fbe qow ex^&ed to fee no 
EEiore, were treafured in her memory a* 
rules oi ]^e, ^p4 ^e deliberated ta oo 
qther eai i^«w toconjcOjure. on' ^y oc- 
c%0OD wbat would hzve been tb« o^ 
nioQ and counlcl of Fekuah. 

The women^ by whom flic was ao*. 
tended, know noiiiiiig of her real condi- 
tion, and therefore (be could not tallc to 
them but with, cauuon. and rdcrve. Sho 
began to remit her curiolit^^ having no 
great care to collet notion*, which Hit 
had no convonience of uttering, Raffe- 
las endeavnurcd fidt to. comfort and af' 
tcrwaxds co divert, her,;, he hired mufi? 
cjans* (ftwhoni flw^f^eiiveditftliften, bu? 
did^ not h^r thefn, and procured mafter^ 
tft ipjiri^ b/ct- io VAfiQUS' arts, whofq 
lee- 



So THfe PR INCH 'OF 
leftures, when they vifited her again, 
were again to be repeated, the had 
loft her tafte of pleafure and her ambi- 
tion of excellence. And her mind, 
though forced into Ihort excurfions, al- 
ways recurred to the image of her friend. 

Imlac was every morning earneftly en- 
joined to renew his enquiries, and was 
afked every night whether he had yet heard 
of Fekuah, till not being able to return 
the prinrefs the anfwcr that Ihe defircd, 
he was lefs and Icfs willing to come in- 
to her prcfence. She obfcrved his back- 
wardncfs, and commanded him to at- 
tend her. " You arc not, faid flie, to 
confound inipatience with rcfentment, or 
CO fuppofe that I charge you with negli- 
gcnce, becaufe I repine at your unfuc- 
cefsfulnefs. I do not much wonder at 
your 
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your abfence ; I know that the unhappy 
are never pleafing, and that all naturaH)r 
avoid the contugion of mifery. To hear 
complaints is wearifome alike to th? 
wretched and the happy 1 for who would 
cloud by adventitious grief the Ihort 
gleams of gaiety which life allows us ? 
or who, that is ftruggUng under his own 
evils, will add to them the niiferlcs of 
another ? 

*' The time is at hand, when none fhall 
be difturbed any longer by the fighs of 
Nekayah : my fearch after happinefs i» 
now at an end. I am refolved to retirq 
from the world with all its flatteries and 
deceits, and will hide myfelf in folitude, 
without any other care than to compofe 
my thoughts, and regulate my hours by. 
aconftant fuccefiton of. innocent occu- 
pations. 
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pacions, till, with a mind pu'rllicd from 
all earthly delires, t IhaH rntcr into that 
Rate, to which all are haflening, ahd in 
Which I hope again to enjoy the fiicnd- 
ihip of Pckaah." 

*' Do not entangle yotir mind, faid, 
Imlac, by irrevocable dcterniiinations* 
nor increafe the burthen of life by a vo- 
luntary accumulation of n>ifery: the 
wcarinefs of retirement will continue or 
increafe when the lofs of Pekuah is for- 
gotten. That you have betfn deprived 
*f one pleafure is no very good reafon for 
^eflion of the reft." 

** Since Pekuah was taken fix)tn me, 

hid the princefs, I have no pleafure to 

rqjcft or to ret^. She that has no one 

to love or truft has little to hope. Si^ 

2 wants 
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wants the radical principle e£ happincl3«. 
"We may, perhaps, allow that what fa- 
tisfa^lion this world can aSbrd, tnuft 
anfe from the coajunftion of wealthy 
knowledge and goodnefs : wealth is no- 
^ng but as it is bellowed, and know- 
kdge nothing but as it is communicated : 
^ley muft therefore be imparted to others> 
and to whom could I now delight to im- 
part them ? Gobdncfs affords the only 
comfort which can be enjoyed without a 
partner, and goodnefe may be ptaaifcd 
in retirement." 

*■ How far fitUtude may admit good- 
Bdb, or advance i^ I flull not, replied 
Iinlac, difpute at prefent. Remember 
tW: confeflwn (^ tbepious hennit. You 
ifill wiflt w leturn ioto the world, whea 
tb^ im^ of your compantoa baa left 
your thwghts.'' •? That time, (aid Ne^ 
• kayab* 

r, Google 
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kayah, will never come. The generous 
franknefs, the modeft obfeqaioufnefs, 
and the faithful fecrecy of my dear Pe- 
kiiah, will dways be more miffed, as I 
lliall live longer to fee vice and foUy." 

" The ftate of a mind oppreffed with 
a fuddcn calamity, faid ImJac, is like 
that of the fabulous inhabitants. of the 
new created earth, who, when the.firft 
night came upon them, fuppofed that 
day never would return. When the 
clouds of forrow gather over us, we fee 
nothing beyond them, nor can imagine 
how they will be difpelled : yet a new 
day fuccccdedto the night, and forrow. 
is never long without a . dawn • of eaic. 
But they who reftrain themfelvcs from 
receiving comfort, do as the favdges 
would have done, had they put out 
their eyes when it was dark. Our mtnds, . 
Ukfi 
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like our bodies, are in continual flux j 
fomething is hourly loft, and fomething 
acquired. To lofe much at once is in- 
convenient to cither, but while the vital 
powers remain uninjured, nature will 
find the means of reparabon. Diltance 
has the fame effed on the mind as on 
the eye, and while we glide along the 
ftream of time, whatever we leave behind 
us is always leffening, and that which 
we approach increafing in magnitude. 
Do not fuflfer life to ftagnaie ; it will grow 
muddy for want of motion : commit 
yourfelf again to the current of the world ; 
Fekuah will vanifli by degrees ; you will 
meet' in your way fome other favourite, 
or learn to diffufc yourfelf in general 
convcriatioa." 

Vol. II. F «At 
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" At lead, faid the prince, do not de- 
fpair before all remedies have been tried : 
~the enquiry after the unfortunate lady' is 
flill continued, and fhall be carried on 
with yet greater diligence, on condition 
that you will promife to wait a year for 
the event, without any unalterable refo- 
lution." 

Nctayah thought this a reafonable de- 
mand, and made the promifc to her bro- 
ther, who had been advifed by Imlac to 
require it. Imlac had, indeed, no great 
hope of regaining Pckuah, but he fup- 
j)ofed, that if he could fccure the interval 
of a year, the princefs would be then m 
DO danger of a cloiftcr. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Pekuah is fHll remembered. The 
progrefs of forrow. 

'VJEKAYAH, feeing that nothing 
"^ ^ was omitted for the recovery of 
her favourite, and having, by her pro- 
mifc, fet her intention of retirertient at 
a diftance, began imperceptibly to return 
to common cares and common plealiires. 
She rejoiced without her own confent at 
the fufpenfion of her ibrrows, and fome- 
times caught herfelf with indignation in 
the aft of turning away her mind from 
the remembrance of her, whom yet fhe 
refolved never to forget. 

F a She 
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She thsn appointed a certain hour of 
the day for meditation on the merits and 
fondnefs of Pekuah, and for feme weeks 
retired conflantly at the time Bxed, and 
returned with her eyes fwollen and ber 
countenance clouded. By degrees flw 
grew Jels fcrupulous, and fuffered any 
important and preffing avocation to de- 
lay the tribute of daily tears. She then 
yielded . to lefs occafions ; fometimes for- 
got what fhe was indeed afraid to remem- 
ber, and, at laft, wholly releaftrd herfclf 
from the duty of periodical afflidion. 

Her real love of Pekuah was yet not 
diminilhcd. A thoufand occurrences 
brought her back to memory, and a 
thoufand wants, which nothing but the 
confidence of friendlhip can fupply, 
made her frequently regretted. She, 
there- 
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therefore, fblicited Imlac never to deCft 
from enquiry, and to leaVc no art of in- 
telligence untried, thatj at leaft, Ihe might 
have the comfort of knowing that (he 
did not fuffer by negligence or fluggifli- 
nefs. *' Yet what, fwd ihc, is to be ex- 
peded from our perfuit of happinefs, 
when we find the Hate of life to be 'fuch, 
that happinefs itfelf is' the caufe of mi- 
fery ? Why (hould we endeavour to at- 
tain that, of which the poOcHion cannot 
be fecured f I Ihall henceforward fear 
to yield my heart to excellence, however 
bright, or to fondnefs, however tender, 
left 1 ihould lofe again what I have loft 
in Pekuah." 



F3 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 
The princds hears news of Pekuah. 

IN fcven moitths, one of the meffin- 
gcrs, who had been fent away upon 
the day when the pronufe was drawn 
itom the princels, returned, after many 
unfuccelsful rambles, from the borders 
of Nubia, with an account that Pekuah 
was in the hands of an Arab chief, who 
poflefled a calUe or fortrefs on the extre- 
mity of Egypt. The Arab, whole re- 
venue was plunder, was willing to re- 
ftore her, with her two attendants, for 
two hundred ounces of gold. 

The 
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The price was no fubjeft of debate. 
The princefs was in exiafies when ftie 
beard that her favourite was alive, and 
might lb cheaply be ranfomed. She 
could not think of delaying for a mo- 
ment Pekuah's happinefs or her own, 
but entreated her brother to fend back 
the meflenger with the fum required. 
Iinlac, being confulted, was not very 
confident of the veracity of the relator, 
and was ftill more doubtful of the Arab's 
faith, who might, if he were too litw- 
rally trufted, detain at once the money 
and ihc captives. He thought it dan- 
gerous to put thcmfelves in ilic power of 
the Arab, by going into his diflridt, and 
could not expeft that the Rover would fo 
much expofe himfelf as to come into the 
lower country, where he might be fcized 
by the forces of the Baffa. 

F 4 n 
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It is difficult to n^otiate where nei- 
ther will tnift. But Imlac, after fomc 
deliberation, dircfted the meflenger to 
propofe that Pckuah (hould be conduded 
by ten horiemcn to the monaftry of St. 
Anthony, which is fituated in the deferts 
of Upper-Egypt, where Ihe Ihould be 
met by the fame number, and her ran- 
fomc ftiould be paid. 

That no time might be loft, as they 
expeded that the propofal would not be 
rcfufcd, they immediately began their 
journey to the monaftry ; and, when they 
arrived, Imlac went forward with the 
former meffi:n,r;er to the Arab's forcrefs. 
Ral&ias was dclirous to go with them, 
but neither his fifter nor Imlac would 
cwifent. The Arab, according to the 
cuftom of his nation, obferved the laws 
of 
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of hofpitality with great exaftnefs to thofe 
who put themfelvea into his power, and, 
in a &9I days, brought Pekuah with her 
maids, by eafy journeys, to their place 
appointed, where receiving the ftipulated 
■ price, he reftored her with great refpeft 
to liberty and her friends, and under- 
took to conduft them back towards 
Cairo beyond all danger of robbery or 
violence. 

Theprincefs and her favourite em- 
braced each other with tranffwrt too vio- 
lent to be exprefled, and went out 
together to pour the tears of tendernefs 
in fecret, and exchange profcffions of 
kindnefs and gratitude. After a few 
- hours they returned into the refeftory of 
the convent, where, in the prefence of 
the prior and his brethren, the prince re- 
quired 

„ Cooyk 
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quired of Pektuh rfic hiftory of her ad- 
ventures. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

The adventures of the lady Pekuah. 

*' A T what time, and in what man- 
Xj. ncr, I was forced away, faid Pe- 
kuah, your fervants have told you. The 
fuddenncfs of the event ftruck me with 
furprife, and I was at Brft rather ftupi- 
6ed than agitated with any patTion of ei- 
ther fear or forrow. My confufion was 
encreafed by the fpeed and tumult of our 
flight while we were followed by the 
Turks, who, as ic feemed, foon dcfpair- 
cd to overtake us, or were afraid of thofe 
whom they made a fhew of menacing. 
" When 
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" When the Arjbs faw themfelvcs out 
of danger they Qackened their courfe, 
and as I wa^ lets haral&d by external 
violence, I began to feel more uneafinefs 
in my mind. After Tome time we Hop- 
ped near a fpring fhaded with trees in a 
pleafant meadow, where we were fet upon 
the ground, and ofiercd fiwrh rcfrelh- 
mcnts as our mailers were partaking. I 
was fufFered to fit with my maids apart 
from the reft, and none attempted to 
comfort or infult us. Here I firft began 
to feel the full weight of my mifery. 
The girls fat weeping in filence, and 
from time to time looked on me for 
fuccour. I knew not to what condition 
we were doomed, nor could conjcdure 
where would be the place of our capti- 
vity, or wlicncc to draw any hope of de- 
liverance. I was in the hands of rob- 
bers 
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bers and favages, and had no reafon to 
fijppofe that their pity was more than 
their juftice, or that they would forbear 
the gratification of any ardour of defire, 
or caprice of cruelty. I, however, kif- 
fed my maids, and endeavoured to paci- 
fy thpm by remarking, that we were yet 
treated with decency, and that, fince we 
were now carried beyond perfuit, there 
was no danger of violence to our lives. 

** When wc were" to be ftt again on 
horfeback, my maids clung round me, 
and refufcd to be parted, but I com- 
manded them not to irritate thofe who 
had us in their power. .We travelled 
the remaining part of the day through 
an unfrequented and pathlefs country, 
and came by moonhght to the fide of a 
hill, where the reft of the troop was fta- 
tioned. 
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tioned. Their tents were pitched, and 
their fires kindled, and our chief was 
welcomed as a man much beloved by his 
dependants, 

'* We were received into a large tent, 
where we found women who had attend- 
ed iheir hufbands in the expedition. 
They fet before us the fupper which 
they had provided, and I eat it rather 
to encourage my maids than to comply 
with any appetite of my own. When 
the meat was taken away they fpread 
the carpets for repofc. I was weary, and 
hoped to find in deep that rcmiffion of 
diftrefs which nature feldom denies. 
Ordering myfelf therefore to be utidreft, 
I obferved that the women looked very 
earncftly upon me, not ex;:eding, 1 fup- 
pofcjtofec me fofubmiOively attended. 
W'hea 
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When my upper vefl: was taken o8v 
they were apparently ftruck with the 
fplcndour of my cloaths, and one of 
them timoroufly laid her hand upon 
the embroidery. She then went out, 
and, in a Aiort time, came back with 
another woman, who feemed to be of 
higher rank, and greater authority. She 
did, at her entrance, the ufual aft erf 
reverence, and, taking me by the hand, 
placed me in a fmaller tent, fprtad with 
finer carpets, where I fpent the night 
quietly with my maids. 

" In the morning, as I was fitting on 
the grafs, the chief of the troop came to- 
wards me. I rofc up to receive him, and 
he bowed with great refpeft. •' Illuf- 
trious lady, faid he, my fortune is bet- 
ter than I had prefumed to hope j I am 
told by my women, that I have a prin- 
cefs 
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cefs in my camp." Sir, aniwered T, 
jour women have deceived themfelvca 
and you ; I am not a princefs, but an 
unhappy llranger who intended foon to 
have left this country, in which I am 
now to be imprifoned for ever. " Who- 
ever, or whencefoever, you are, return- 
ed the Arab, your drels, and that of 
your fervants, Ihow your rank to be high, 
and your wealth to be great. "Why 
ihould you, who can. fo cafily procure 
your ranfome, think yourfclf in danger 
of perpaual captivity ? The purpofc 
of my incuriions is to encrcale my rich- 
es, or more properly to gather tribute. 
Thefonsof Ifhmael are the natural and 
hereditary lords of this part of the con- 
tinent, which is ufurpcd by late invaders,, 
and low-born tyrants, from whom we 
are compelled to take by the fword what 
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is denied to juftice. The violence of war 
admits no di(lin£tion ; the lance thae is 
lifted at guilt and power will fometimes 
fall on innocence and gendencfe." 

** How little, faid I, did lexpcftthat 
ycfterday it ftiould have fallen upon me." 

" Misfortunes, anfwcred the Arab, 
Ihould always be cxpeifted. If the eye 
of hoftility could learn reverence or pity, 
excellence like yours had been exempt 
from injury. But the angels of afflic- 
tion fpread-their- toils alike for the vinu- 
ous andthe wicked, forthe mighty and 
the mean. "^ Donotbedifcbniblate; lam 
not one of" the lawlefs and cruel rovers" 
of the delSft 1 I knowthe rules 'of civil 
life: I will fix your ranfome, giveapaf- 
port 
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port to your meflenger, and perform my 
ftipulation with nice puniftuality." 

' ** You will eafily believe that I was 
pfeafed with his courtefy i and finding 
that his predominant paOfion was defire 
of money, I began now to think my 
danger Ids, for I knew that no fum 
would be thought too great for the rc- 
leafc of Pcku^. I told him that he 
Ihouldhave no reaibn to charge me with 
ingratitude, if I was ufed with kindnels, 
and that any nuibme, which could be 
OEpefted for a maid of comnKUi raok, 
vould be pud, bat that he inuft not per- 
lift to rate me as a princds. He ikld, 
he would coijlider what he Ihould de- 
mand, and theii^ finiling, bowed ai»l re- 
tired. 

Vol. II. G " Soon 



'* Soop.after the vomq^. came about 
me, each contending to be mDre'offipous 
than the other, and my maids themfelves 
were fcrved with reverence. We travel- 
led on;watd by (hort J9urneys. On die ^ 
fourth day ithe chi«f told me,, that my 
xanfpme .myft be tft'o l)undred oun^ep 
of gold, which I notoiUy pranifcd him, 
but told him, that 1. would add fifty 
mcve, -if I and my maids were h^iowx- 
,Wy treated. 

. " I Qever koew the paver of gcdd^bft- 
fore. From that time I was the Icadw 
«f thetrocp. The roarcji of tvay day 
was longer or fhorter aa- 1 : commanded, 
and the tents were pitched where I dhofc 
to reft.-' We now had camels and other 
conveniencies for travel, my own women 
were always at my fide, and I amufed 
■ ■' ixiy- 
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• payi'df with p^ierving the manners of 
the vagrant nations, and wicK viewing 
remains of ancient edifices with which 
thefe dcfertcd countries appear to' Have 
been, in fome didant age, lavilhly cm- 
belliftied. ■ 

" The chief of the band was a man 
far from illiterate : he was able to tra- 
vel by the ftars or the compafi, and 
had Di^tked la ' hi$ crratick apeditions 
,fuch places as ^re qigft worthy the no- 
SiCe of a i»I5i(^er. He obferved to me, 
il^t .bujldingf ace always beftpreferved in 
piacts li«le ,fr^qu«>ted, and difficult of 
ftcc^ : /or, wl^en once 4 country de- 
cUnles'fTQm m primitive fplendour, the 
-Biwe ioh^bkapts are left, the quicker 
^ih,will:be made. Walls fupply ftones 
more c^ffty ih^a quarries, and palaces 
. ' G 2 and 
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and temples will be demoliDied to make 
flabln of granatc, and cottages of por- 
phyry. 



CHAP, xxxviri. 

The adventures of Pekuah con- 
tinued. 

■*' TT 7 E wandered about in this man- 
W ner for fomc waks, whether, 
as our chief pretended, for my gratifi- 
cation, or, as I rather fufpe€ted, for 
feme convenience of his own. I en- 
dtavotired to appear contented- where 
fullennefs and refentment would have 
been of no ufe, and that endeavour con- 
duced much CO the calmnefs of my nuhd; 
but my heart was always widi Nekayah, 
.2 and 
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^and the troubles of the night much 
overbalanced the amiifements of the day. 
My women, who threw all their cares 
ppon their miftrefsa let their minds at eafe 
from the time when they faw me treated 
with refpeft, and gave themlelves up to 
the incidental alleviations of our fadgue 
without folicitude or Ibrrow. I was 
p]ealed with thdr pleafure, and animated 
with their conHdence. My condition had 
loft much of its ttrrour, flnce I found 
that- the Arab ranged the country merely 
to get riches. Avarice is an uniform 
and tra6table ^oe : other inttlle^al dif- 
tempers are distent in different conftitu- 
ttons of mind ; that whidi foochs the 
pride of one will of!end die pride of 
another ; but to die favour of the cove- 
tous there is a ready wfty, bring mofiey 
and nothing is denied, 

G3 Al; 
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« At laft we Cametorfie dwelling oF 
our chief, a ftrong and fpacious houfe 
built with ftonc ih an ifland of the Nile, 
which lies, as I was told under the tro^ 
pick.' ** Lad^, faid the Arab, you Ihall 
reft after your journey a few weeks in 
this place, where you are to conflder 
yourfelf as fovereign. My occupadoft 
is war: I have therefore chofen this ob* 
IcuFC re{idenc%, ftotn which I can iflue 
uncxpefted, and to Which I can retire 
unperfued. You may now repofe in fe- 
curity : here arc few pleafures, but here 
is no danger." He then led me into 
the innn- apartments, and feating me on 
the richeft couch, bowed to the ground. 
His women, who confidaed me as a 
rival, looked on me with malignity} 
but l-eing foon informed that I was a 
great lady detained, only for my ranfomc, 
they 
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thtty b^ui tc> ne Widi each other in obfe- 
quioufnds and reverence. 

** Being agam comforted with new af- 
furances of fpeedy liberty, I was. for 
fbme days diverted from impatience by 
the novelty of the place. The turrets 
overlooked the country to a great dif- 
tance, and afforded a view of many 
windings of the ftream. In the day I 
wandered frcHn one place to another as 
the courfe of the fun varied the fplendour 
of the proTpei):, and faw many things 
which I had never feen before. The 
Crocodles and river-hoHes are common 
in this unpeopled r^ion, am) I often look- 
ed upon them with terrour, though I 
knew that they could not hurt me. 
For fbme time I expected to fee mermaids 
and tritons, which, a? Imlac has told 
G 4. me. 
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me, the European ttaveUers have fta- i 
tioned in the Nile, but np fuch beings 
ever appeared, and the Arab, when X 
enquired after them, lauded at my cre- 
dulity. 

" At night the Arab always attended 
me to a tower fct apart for celeftial ob-> 
fervations, where he endeavoured to teach, 
me the names and courfes of the liars. 
I had no great inclination to this ftudy, 
but an appearance of attention was ne- 
ceffary to pleafe my inftruftor, who va- 
lued himfelf for his fltiU, and,, in a litde 
while, I found fome employment requifitc 
to beguile the tediouJhefs of time, which 
was to be pafled always amidft the fame 
objcfts. I was weary of looking in the 
morning on things from which I had 
turned away weary in the evening : I 
there- 
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therefore wu at lad willing to oblcrre the- 
(tars rather than do nothing, but could 
not always compofe my thoughts, and 
was very often thinking on Nekayah 
when others imagined me contemplating 
the flcy. Soon after the Arab went upon 
another expedition, and then my only 
pleafure was to talk with my maids a- 
bouf the accident by which we were car- 
ried away, and the happinefs that we 
fliould all erjoy at the end of our capdr 
vity." 

** There were women in your Arab's 
fortrefs, faid the princefs, ,why did you 
not make them your companions, enjoy 
riieir converfation, and partake their di- 
vcrfions ? In a place where they found 
bufinefs or amufement, why fliould you 
alone fit corroded with idle melancholy ? 
or 
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<Sr why could not you bear for a few 
months that condition to which they 
*cre condemned for life ?** 



•* The diverfions of the women, an- 
fwered Pekuah, were only childilh play^ 
by which the mind accuftomed to Ilrong- 
er <^ration$ could not be kept bufy. I 
could do all which they delighted in 
doing by powers merely fenfitivc, while 
my intelleSiual faculties were flown to Cai- 
ro. They ran from room to room as a bird 
. hops from wire to wire in his cage. 
They danced for the fake of motion, as 
hmbs frifk in a meadow. One Ibme- 
times pretended to be hurt that the reft 
might be alarmed, or hid herfelf that ano- 
ther might feck her. Part of their time 
paifcd in watching the progrefs of light 
bodies that Boated on the rirer, and patt 
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in mailcing the varioiu fbrau into which 
clouds tHX)ke in the Iky. 

** Their buflnefs Was only needle- 
work, in which I and my maids (bme- 
timcs helped them ; but you know that 
the mind will eafily ftraggle fram the 
fingers, nor will you fiifped diat capti- 
vity and abfence from Nekayah could 
receive folace from lilken flowers. 

" Nor was much fattsfadtlon to be 
hoped from their converlation : for of 
what could they be expcftcd to talk ? 
They had fcen nothing ; for they bad 
lived from early youth in that narrow 
Ipot : of what they had not fccn they 
could have no knowledge, for they could 
not read. They had no ideas but of the 
few things that were within their view, 
and 
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»nd had hardly names for any thing bixt 
their cloaths and. thdr food. As I bocp 
a fuperiour charafter, I was often called 
to terminate their quarrels, which I de- 
cided as equitably as I could. If it could 
have amufed me to hear the com{dviUs 
of each ag^nll the reft, I might have 
been often detained by long ftories, buc 
the motives of their animofity were fi> 
fmall that I could not liften without la- 
tercepting the talc." 

•• How, faid Raffi:Ias can the Arab, 
whom you reprefenttd as a man of more 
than common accomplilhments, take 
any p!eafure in his feraglio when it b 
filled only with women likt thefe. Are 
they exquilitely beautiful ?" 



' They 
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** They do not, faid Pekuah, want 
that iinafftaing and ignoble beauty which 
may fabfift without fpritehncfs or fubli- 
mity, without energy of thought or 
dignity of virtue. But to a man like 
the Arab fuch beauty was only a flower 
cafually plucked and carclefly thrown 
away. Whatever pleafures he might find 
among them, tljey were not thofe of 
ftiendlhip or fociety. When they were 
playing about him he looked on them 
with inattenrive fuperioricy : when they 
vied for bis regard he fomctimes turned 
away difgufted. As they had no know- 
ledge, their talk could take nothing from 
the tedioufnefs of life : as they had no 
choice, their fondncfs, or appearance of 
fondnefe, excited in him neither pride 
nor gratitude i he was not exalted in his 
own cfteem by die finilcs of a woman 
i who 
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vbo faW no othtir ttiiui, nqr was much 
pbliged by tbu regard, of which he 
could iKver know ihe riocerky, and 
^rhicb he mi^ ofWi perceive to be ex- 
erted not fo mtidi to delight him as to 
pun t nv$i. That which he gave, and 
they roceived, as love;, was only a care- 
h& diftrihuciOD of fi^r&UQus time, fuch 
love as man caa l)eftow upon that which 
he deg>Jes, fu(;h as has neither hope nor 
fear, neither jtqf- nor farrow." 

*' You have reaTon, ladf, to think 
yourfelf happy, Jaid Imlac, thftt you 
have been thus eafily difmilled. How 
;COuld a mind, hungry for knowledge, 
be willing, in an intellectual famine, to 
lofc fuch a iianquet as Pekuab's conver- 
fetipn V* 

« I 
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' •* I am inclined W bdwv^, aniVwed 
^^kuahrf'fhac he was for Same ctipe Id 
iufpenfe-, for, notwich^n^ing his prc^ 
mife, whenever J propofqd to difpatch a 
mefl&nger to Cairo, he found fome ex- 
cufc for delay. While I was detained in 
his houfe he made many incurfions into 
the^^ighbogriflg countries, and, perhaps^ 
he would have -refufed to difcharge me, 
:had his plunder been equai to his wi&es. 
He returned .alw«yis (t>wteoi:s, r«Iaud 
.his adyentUfefi, 'del(gb^(^ rp hear my ob- 
.fcwatipnty and.endcavoimd to advance 
-my acquaiatance with the ftars. Wl^n X 
ampdnianjdium to ibid away mylcocn, 
he footktidme niih pmfisflipns (^ -hoooiar 
and fincerity ; and, when I could be no 
longer. dfKCntly denie4t put his tsoop 
-agslii-in motion, and left .me togoveoi 
in4iis sfliilatce. Iwaiimach afflt<f^cd 1^ 
4 this 
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this ftudied procraftination> uidwas fomc- 
tioKs afraid that I Ihould be forgotten t 
that you would leave Cairo, and i mud 
end my days in an iQand of the Nile. 

" I grew at laft hopelefs and dejeftcd* 
and cared fo little to entertain him, that 
he for a while more frequently talked 
with tny maids. That he ihould fall 
in love with them, or with me, might 
have been equally fatal, and I was noc 
much pleafed with the growing fiiend' 
Ihip. My anxiety was not long; for, - 
as I recovered feme degree of chearful- 
nds, he returned to me, and I could noc 
forbear to delpife my former uneafinefs. 

" He ftill delayed to fend f« my ran- 

fome, and would, perhaps, nevo*. have 

determined, had not your agent ibund 

his 
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his way to Mm. The gold, which he 
would not fetch, he could not rgcft 
when it was ofiercd. He haflened to 
pr^)are for our journey hither, like a 
man delivered from the p^un of an in- 
teftine confliai I took leave of my com- 
panions in the houle, who difmided me 
with cold indifference." 

Nckayah, having heard her favourite's 
relation, rofe and embraced her, and 
Raffelas gave her an hundred ounces of 
gold, which fte prefentcd to the Arab 
for the fifty that were promifed. 



Vol. II. 
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The hiftory of a man of learning. 

THEY returned to Cairo, and 
were fo well pleafed at finding 
themfclvcs togethec, that none of them 
went much abroad. The prince began 
to love learning, and one day declared 
to Imlac, that he intended to devote 
himfelf to fcience, and pafs the reft of 
his days iii literary folitude. 

** Before you make your final choice, 
anfwered Imlac, you ought to examine 
its hazards, and convcrfe with fome 
of thofe who are grown old in thecom- 
pany of themfclvcs. I have juft left 
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the obfervatdry of ontof the moftFearn- 
crf aftroROmers in the world, \*Ho has 
Ipeiit forty yeare in uftwearifed attention 
to the motions and appearirrccs of the 
celeftiat bodies, ai>d has drawti out his' 
foul in ^ndlel^ calcuUttoAS. ' PJe »i. 
mits a few fi-iends once a tdonth ta hear 
his dedudions and enjoy his (fifcorvcrics. 
I- was introduced as a man of knowledgg. 
worthy of his notice. Alen of vartoQa' 
ideas »id fitrcnt cdnverfatron are com- 
rtionly welcome to fhofe whoft thoughts 
have been long fixed upon i fingle point, 
and who find the iniages of other things 
fealing away. I delighted him with 
my remarks, he ffniled at the narrative 
of my travels, and was glad to &rget 
the condcllations, and defcend for a mo- 
ment into the lower world. 

Ha « Oft 
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" On the next day of vacation I re- 
newed my vUit, and was fo fortunate as 
to pleafe him again. He relaxed from- 
that time the feverity of his rule, and 
permitted roc to enter at my own choice. 
I found him always bufy, and always 
glad to be relieved. As each knew 
much which the other was defirous of 
learning, we exchanged our notions with 
great delight. I perceived that I had 
every day more of lus confidence, and 
always found new caufe of admiration 
in the profundity of his mind. His 
comprehenlion is raft, his memory ca- 
pacious and retentive, his difcourfe is 
methodical, and his exprefliDn clear. 

** His integrity and benevolence are 

equal to his learning. His deepeft re- 

fearches 
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fcarches and moft favourite ftudies are 
■ willingly interrupted for any opportuni- 
ty of doing good by his counfel or his 
riches. To his clofeft retreat, at his 
mo(t bufy moments, all are admitted 
that want his affiftance : •* For though 
I exclude idlcnefs and pleafure, I will 
never, fays he, bar my doors againft 
charity. To man is permitted the con- 
templation of the ikies, but the prac- 
tice of virtue is commanded." 

•' Surely, laid the piincefs, this man 
is happy." 

•* I vifited him, faid Imlac, with 
more and more frequency, and was every 
time more enamoured of his converfa- 
tion : he was fublime without haughti- 
sefs, courteous without formality, and 
H 3 con- 
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communieacive without oftentation. I 
wasat fir^ great princefsof youropinioa^ 
thpught him the Juppieft of mankind, 
and often congratulated him on the blef- 
iing that he enjoyed. He feemed K> 
hear aothii^ with indifference but the 
praifes of his condition, to which he al- 
ways returned a general anfwer, and 
diverted the converfaiion to fome other 
topick, 

" Amidft this willingnefs to be 
plcafed, and laboitf to pl^afe, I had 
quickly reafon to imagine that fome pan- 
ful fentiment prefled upon his mind. 
He. often looked up earnestly towards 
the tin, and let his voice fall in the 
nudft of his difcourfe. He would fome- 
times, wi^n We vveee alone, gaze upon 
cne in (tlence «{ith the air of a man who 
' longed 
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longed to Jpeak what he was yet re- 
folved to fupprefs. He would often 
fend for me with vehement injunftioiu 
of hafte, though, when I came to him, 
he had nothing extraordinary to fay. 
And fometimes, when I was leaving 
him, would call me t»ck, paufe a few 
momenfs and then difmifs me. 



H4 CHAP. 
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C H A P. XL. 

The aftronomer difcovers the caufe 
of his uneafinefe. 

AT Jaft the time came when the fe- 
cret burft his referve. We were 
fitting together lafl night in the turret 
of his houfe, watching the cmerfion of 
a fatellite of Jupiter. A fudden tem- 
peft clouded the fky, and difappointed 
our obfervation. We fat a while filent 
in the dark, and then he addrefied him- 
felf to me in thefe words : " Imlac, I 
have long c'onfidered thy fricndfliip as 
the greateft bicfling of my life. Inte- 
grity without knowledge is weak and \ 
\ifcids> and knowledge without integrity 
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is dangerous and dreadful. I hara Found 
in ihec all the qualities rcquifite for traft, 
benevolence, experience, and fortitude. 
I have long difchargcd an office which I 
muft foon quit at the call of nature, and 
ihall rejoice in the hour of imbecility 
and pain to devolve it upon thee. 

" I thought myfelf honoured by this 
teflimony, and protefted that whatever 
could ccmduce to his happinefs would add 
likewife to nunc." 

** Hear, Imlac, what thou wiit not 
without difficulty credit. I have pof- 
fefled for five years the regulation of 
weather, and the diftribution of the fea- 
fons : the fun has liftened to my dic- 
tates, and pafled from tropick to tro- 
pick by my direction ; the clouds, at 
my 
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my call, have poured thtir waters, and 
die Nile has orerflowed at my command ; 
I haw reftr«iied the rage of the dc^- 
IttTy and mitigated the fervours of the 
crabb The winds alone, of all the ele- 
iDBiUal powers, have hitherto refuied 
my authority, and multitudes have pe- 
riftied by equinoftial tempefts which I 
found myfelf unable to proMbit. or re- 
ftrain. 1 have adminittered this great 
office with exail juftice, and made to 
the different nations of the earth an im- 
partial dividend of rain and funlhine. 
What muft have been the mifery of half 
the globe, if I had limited the clouds tq 
particular regions, or conSned the fun 
to cither fide of the equator ?" 
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CHAP. XLI. 

The opimon of the aftronomer is 
explained ajid juftified. 

** T Suppofe he difcovcred in me, 
•*■ through tbeobfcurity of the room, 
fomc tokens of amazement and doubt, 
for, after a ihort paufe, he proceeded 
thus :" 

•* Not to be cafily credited will nei- 
ther furprifc nor offtnd me -, for I am, 
probably, the iirfl: of human beings to 
whom this truft has been imparted. Nor 
do I know whether to deem this diftinc- 
tion a reward or puniftimeat; Cnce \ 
have pofleiTed it I have been far lefs hap- 
py 
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py than before, and nothing but the 
conicioulnels of good intention could 
have enabled me to fupport the weari- 
nefs of unremitted vigilance." 

*' How long, : Sir, faid I, has this 
great office been in your hands ?" 

** About ten years ago, (aid he, my - 
daily oblcrvations of the changes of the. 
fky led me to confider, whether, if I 
had the power of the feafons, I could 
confer greater plenty upon the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. This contemplation 
faftened on my mind, and I fat days 
and nights in imaginary dominion, 
pouring upon this country and that the 
fliowen of fertility, and fccondlng every 
fall of rain witii a due proportion of 
funfliine. I had yet only the will to do 
good, 



A B 1 S S I N I A. ic9 

good, and did npt ima^ne that I ihould 
ever have the power. 

** One day as I was looking on the 
fields withering with heat, 1 felt in my 
mind a fudden wifli that I (»uld fend, 
rain on the fouthern mountains, and rufe 
the Nile to an inundation. In the hurry 
of my imaginadon 1 commanded rain to 
fall, and, by comparing the time of my 
command, with that of the inundation, I 
found that the clouds had liftned to 
my lips." 

'* Might not fome «her caufc, faid 
I, produce this concurrence ? the Nile 
does not always rile on the fame day." 

** Do not believe, faid he with impa- 
tience, that fuch obje^ions could efcape 
.me: 
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mc: I reafdned long againft my own 
conviftion, and laboured againft truth 
with the utmoft obftinacy. I fometimcs 
fafpeftcd myfelf of ffladnefs, and (hould 
not have dared to impart this fecret but 
to a man like you, capable of diftin- 
gurfiiing the wonderful from the im- 
poffiblc, and the incredible from the 
fatfe." 

« Why, Sir, faid I, do you call that 
incre^ble. Which you know, or thinfc 
you know, to be true ?"' 

** Becaufe, fiad he, I cannot prove it 
by any external evidence ; and I ktiow 
too well the laws o£ demonftradon to 
think that my conviftion ought to influ- 
ence another, who cannot, like me, be 
coofcious of its force. I, therefore, ftiall 
not 
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not attempt to gain credit bydifputa- 
tion. It is fufHcient that I ftel this power, 
that I have long pofleUfcd, and every day 
exerted it. Butthelifcof manisfhort, the 
inFirtnities of age increafe upon tne, and 
the time will foon come when the regu- 
lator of the year muft mingle with the 
duft. The care of appointmg a fuccef- 
for has long difturbed me i the night «id 
the day have been Ipent in comparifons 
of all the charafters which have come 
to my knowledge, and I have yet found 
none fo worthy as thyfclf. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

The aftronomer leaves Imlac his 
dire6l ions'. 

" TT EAR therefore, what I Ihall im- 
X J. part, with attention, fuch as 
the welfare of a world requires. If the 
talk of a king be confidered as difficult, 
who has the care only of a few millions, 
to whom he cannot do much good or 
harm, what muft be the anxiety of him, 
on whom depends the adtion of the ele- 
ments, and the- great gifts of light and 
heat! — Hear me therefore with attention, 

" I have diligently confidered the po- 
fiticn of the earth and fun, and formed 
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inmunenibic fchemes in which I changed 
their lituation. I have fometimes turned 
aGde the axis of the earth, and ibmc- 
times varied the ecliptick <rf' the fun: 
but I have fsund it in^IBblc to make 
a difpoficion by which theiworld may bs 
advantaged ; what one region ^uns, ano- 
ther lofes by any imaginable alteratuuit 
even without conlidering the dillant parts 
of the folar fyftem with which we are 
unacquainted. Do not, therefore, in thy 
adminiflratlon of the year, indulge thy 
pride by innovation -, do not pleafe thy- 
felf with thinking that diou canft make 
thyfelf renowned to all future ages, 
by difordcring the feafons. - I'he me- 
mory of mifchief is no defirable fame. 
Much lefs will it become thee to let kind- 
nets or intereft pievail. Never robother 
.Vol. II. I oMio^ . 
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eaa n flftopfnantft pour it oa thine (um. 
Far iif the Nile ia jbfficient." 

** I proavfod that when I po0e&d tiK 
fB/mtr, I would u& it with inflexible ia- 
fe;gnt7, tnd far difmiife} me, preflSng 
B17 hand." ^ My^ heart, &id he, will 
^ DOW a Bcft, and my bcnrvolence will 
DO more deflroy m^ quiet : I bure found 
• man of wirdom and virtue, to wliom 
\ can cheEo^iUy bequeath the inbeit-< 
ttnceof the fun." 

' The pi4nce heard diis narration vMk 
very fenous regard, but the princcfi 
Cniled, and Pdcuah convulfed her- 
ftlf with Itttghtcr. " Laifes, Jiiid Im- 
lac, to mock the hcarieft of human 
ftffit^tions is nekher charitafafe nor wile. 
9cw can attain this man's knowledge, 
2 and 
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and few pra£tife his virtues -, but all may 
fufier his calamity. Of the uncertain- 
ties of our prcfent ftate, the moft dread- 
ful and alarming is' the tincertain conti- 
nuance of realbn." 

The princefs was recollefled, and the 
favouriie was abafhed. RaOelas, more 
deeply affeded> enquired of Ii«lac, 
whether he thought fuch maladies of 
the mind frequent, and how they were 
cqntraflcd. 
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CHAP. XLUI. 

The dangerous prevalence of ima- 
gination. 

" r^JSORDERS of intcllea, sn- 
■L^ fwercd Imlac, happen muclv 
moreofttn than fuperficUl obfervers will 
eafily believe. Perhaps, if we fpeak with 
rigorous exadncfs, no human mind is 
in its right ftate. There is no man whofe 
imagination does not fomctimes predo- 
minate over his reafon, who can re- 
gulate his attention wholly by his will, 
and whofe ideas will come and go at his 
command. No man willbftfound in whole 
mind airy notions do not fometimes tyran- 
nile, and force him to hope or fear be- 
yoiKl 
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yond the limits of Ibber probability., 
AU power of fancy over rcafon is a de* 
gree of infanicy ; but while this power 
is fuch as we can comroul and reprefs, ic 
is not vifible to others, nor confidered as 
any dejHavation of the mental faculties : 
it is not pronoun^d madnefs but when it 
comes ungovernable, and, ajf^parendy in- 
fluences fpeech or a£tion, 

" To indulgethepowp-of fiflion, and 
fend imagination out upon the wing, is 
often the fport of thofe who delight too 
much in filent fpeculadon. When we 
are alone we are not always bufy ; the 
labour of excogitation is too violent to 
laft longi the ardour of enquiry will 
fometimes give way to idlenefs or fatiety. 
He who has nothing external that can 
divert him, muft find pleafure in his 
I 3 own 
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cwn Aoug^tts, and muft conceive him- 
fdf what he Is nor ; for Who la pleafed 
with «hat he is ? He then expatiates 
in boundlifs futurity, and culls fioca all 
ima^aWe conditions that ^ich for the 
prefcnt moment he Ihould moft delire, 
amutcs his defires with impollible en- 
joymeBB, aid coirfcrs upon his pride 
unattainable dominion. The mind dan^ 
ces from fcene to fcene, unites all plea- 
fures In all combinations, and riots in 
delights which nature and fortune, with 
all their bounty cannot bellow. 

•* In time fome particular train of 
i^eas Exes the attention, all other intel- 
Icfhial gratifications are leje^ed, the 
jnindi in wearinefs or leifure, recurs con- 
ftantly to the £ivourite conception, and 
feada on the lufcious falfehood whenever 
Ihe 
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fhe u ofiended wkfa the lvtt«n»& of 
truth. By degree^ the ce^n of fmcy Is 
conBmwdi ihc grows firft uspcrrao^ 
«nd in time defpouck. Thea fidaom 
begin to opeiate as reallcies, fatfs c^ 
nions faften upon the mind, atid Uft 
paOcs in dreams of rapture or of anguHh^ 

*• This, Sir, is one of the dangers of 
folitude* which the ho-mit has confeficd 
not always to promote goodnefsi and tht 
aftronomer's mifcry has proved to b^ 
not always propitious to wifdcHn." 

" I will no more, faid the favourite 
ima^ne myfdf the queen of AhiSCmi^. 
I have often fpent the hours, which the 
princefs ^ve to nay own difpofal, in 
adjufting ceremonies and regulating the 
court V 1 have reprcflcd the pride of the 
I 4 power- 
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powcrfii], and granted the petitions of 
the poor ; I have built new palaces in 
niOTe happy flcuadons, planted groves 
upon the tops of mountains, and have 
exuhedin the beneficence of royalty, till* 
when the princefs entered, I had almoft 
forgotten to bow down before her,** 

** And I, fatd the princefs, will not 
allow myfclf any more to play the fhep- 
herdefs in my waking dreams. 1 have 
<tften foothed my thoughts with the quiet 
and innocence of pafloral employments, 
till 1 have in my chamber heard the winds 
■whiflle, and the fhtep bleat ; fometimcs 
freed the lamb entangled in the thicket 
and fometimes with my crook 'encoi^n- 
tered the wolf. I have a drefs like that 
of the village maids, which I put on to 
help my imagination, and a pipe on 
which 
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vhich I play foftly, and fuppQle m^ 
felf followed by my flocks." 

*' I will confefs, &id die prince* .an 
Indulgence of fantaftick delight more 
dangerous than yours. I have frequent^ 
ly endeavoured to imi^e the poQibility of 
a perfect government, by which all 
wrong fliould be reftrained, all vice re- 
formed, and all the fubjcds preferved in 
tranquility and innocence. This thought 
produced innumerable fchemes of refw- 
mation, and dictated many ufefiil regu- 
lations and falutary edii5ts. This has 
been the fport and fometimes the labour 
of my folitude ; and I ftart, when I 
think with how little anguilh I once fup- 
pofed the death of my father and my 
brothers." 

" Such, 

r, Coo-^Ie 



»2t Thi prince or 

" ** Such, fays Imlac, are Ihe eflofts 
oF viftonary fcKemes : when we Brft 
form them we know them to be abfurd, 
but ^unOiarife them by degrees, and in 
ijmc lofe fight of their folly." 



CHAP. XUV. 
They difcourfe with an old man. 

TH E evening was now for pad, 
and they rofe to return home. 
As they walked along the bank of the 
Nile, delighted with the beams of the 
moon quivering on the water, they faw 
at a fmall diftancc an old man, whom 
the prince had often heard in the aflem- 
bly of the fagcs. " Yonder, faid he, is 
one whofc years have calmed his paOions, 
but 
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biit not clouded his reatbn : lec us cldfe 
the dirquifitions of the ftight, by enquir- 
ing what arc his fentiments of his owii 
ftate, that we may know whether youth 
alone is to ftmggle with vexation, and 
whether any better hope remains for the 
Utter part of life.*' 

Here the fage approached and faluted 
them. They invited him ro join their 
walk, and prattled awhile as acquaintance 
that had unexpectedly met one another. 
The old man was chearful and talk- 
ative, and the way feemed fhort in hi^ 
Company. He was pleafed to find him- 
ielf not difregarded, accompanied them 
to their houfe, and, at the prince's re- 
queft, entered with them. They placed 
him in the feat of honour, and fet wine 
and conlerves before hiiti. 

« Sir, 
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■* Sr, iaid the princefs, an evening 
mik mulb give to a man of Jcarning, 
like you, pleafures which ignorance and. 
youth can hardly conceive. You knov 
ilie qualities and the caufes of all that 
you behold) the laws by which the river 
flows, the periods in which the planeta 
perform their revolutions. Every thing 
muft fupply you with contemplation, 
and renew the confcioufhefs of your own 
dignity.** 

*' Lady, anfwcred he, let the gay and 
die vigorous expert pleafure in their 
czcurfions, it is enough that agp can ob- 
tain e^e. To me the world has loft its 
novelty : I took round, and fee what I 
remember to have feen in happier days. 
I reit againft a tree, and confider, that 
in the fame Ihade I once difputed upon 
the 
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the annual overflow of the Nile with a 
friend who is now filent in the grave. I 
ciaft my eyes upwards, 6.x them on the 
changing moon, and think with pain <xk 
the viciflitudes of life. I have ceafed to 
take much delight in phyfical truth ; fbc 
what have 1 to do with thofe things 
whidi I am foon to leave ?" 

** You may at leaft recreate your- 
lelf, laid ImlaCa with the recolte^tui of 
an honourable and uleful lift, and enjoy^ 
the praife which all agree to ^ve you." 

" Praife, faid the fage, with a figh, 
is to an old man an empty (bond. 
I have neither mother to be delighted 
with the rcputttion of her fon, nor wife 
to partake the honours of her huibaod. 
I have outlived my friends aod my rivals. 
No- 
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Kqrhing is now of much importanoe } 
for I eannoc exKud m^ intcreft btyond 
myfclf. Youth is delighted with apirfaofe, 
becanfe it is confidered as the earneft of 
Jbme fiicure good, znd bccaufc the prqf- 
peft of life is ^r extended : bm to me, 
who am now declining to decrepitude, 
there is little to be feared from the maks 
volence of men, and yet lefs to be belied 
from their lAG^on or eftestn. Soaw- 
thing they mzy yet take ^ay, but tbey 
can give me nothing. Riches would 
now be ufeleft, and h^ employment 
would be pain. My retrofpeft of life 
recalls to n^ view tivny oppc^eunitics 
of good neglefted. much time fquan* 
^ered upon trifles, and more loft m idk- 
nds and vacancy, I leAV9 manjr fftai 
defigns utiauempted, and many greal 
attempts unfinished. ^ mind is hur* 
thcned 
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thcncd with no heavy crime, and there- 
fore Icompofe mylelftatranquility; en- 
deavour to abftraft my thoughts from 
hopes and cares, which, though leafon 
knows them to be vain, ftill try to keep 
their old poflcffion of the heart ; cxpefl, 
whhferenefaumilttjr, that hour which na- 
ture cannot king delays and hope to poflfers 
in a better ftate that happinels which here 
I cotild not iind, and that virtue -which 
here I have not attuned." 

Ke rofe and went away, leaving his 
audience not much elated with the hope 
of long life. The princs confoled him- 
iHf with remarkiag, diat it was not rea- 
fonable to be difappcnnted by this ac« 
count ; for age had never been confider- 
edasthefeafonof fendty, and, if it-was 
pofllble to be cafy in decline and weak- 
nefs. 
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Dcfi, it was likely that the days of vi- 
gour and alacrity might be happy : that 
the noon of life might be bright^ if the 
evening could be calm. 

Theprincefs fufpefted that age was que- 
rulous and mali^antt and delighted to re- 
prefs the cxpedations of thofe who had 
newly entered the world. She had feen the 
poflcDTurs of cftatea look with envy on 
their heirs, and known many who en- 
joy picafure no longer than they can con- 
fine it to themfelves. 

Pekuah conje^red* that the man 
was older than he appeared, and was. 
willing to impute his complaints to 
delirious dejeftion } or elfe fuppofed that 
he had been unfortunate, and was there- 
fore dilcontenced : " For nothing, fidd 
4 Jtbe, 
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Jhe, Is more common than to call our 
own condition, the conditim of life." 

Imlac, who had no dcflre to fee them 
deprellbd, fmiled at the comforts which 
they could fo readily procure to thcm- 
felves. and remembered, chat at the fame 
age, he was equally ccmBdent of un- 
mingled prolperity, and equally fertile of 
confolatory expedients. He forbore to 
force upon them unwelcome knowledge, 
which time itfelf would too foon irnpre^. 
The princefs and her lady retired ; the 
'madnefs of the aftronomer hung upon 
their minds, and they delired Imlac to 
enter upon his office, and delay next 
morning the riling of the liiti. 
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"the prihcefa and Pektiah vifit the 
afitottoftier. 

THE princefs and. Pekuah having 
talked, in private of Imlac's aftro- 
noirer, thought his charafter at once & 
amiable and fo ftr-aogCi chat they could 
not be fatUfied without a nearer know* 
ledge, and Imlac was requeued to find 
the means of bringing them t«gether.- 

This was Ibmewhat difBculc; the phi- 
lofophcr had never received any vifits 
from women, though he lived in a city 
that had in' it many Europeans who fol- 
lowed the manners of their tfwn febun- 
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tries, and many from other pam of the 
world thw lived there with European li- 
berty. The ladies would not be refufed, 
and fereral fchemes were propoledfor the 
accompli Chment of their defign. It was 
propo&d to introduce th;em as Grangers 
in diflrefs, to whom the fage was al- 
ways acceffible ; . but, after fome delibe- 
ration, it a[^ared, that by this artifice, 
no acquaintance could be fwrncd, for 
their converfation would be fliort, and 
they could not decently importune him 
often, •' This, faid Raflelas, is true; 
but I have yet a ftrongcr objeftion a- 
gainfl: the mifreprefcntation of your ftate. 
I have always confidered it as treafon a- 
.gainfl the great republickof humanna- 
ture, to make any man's virtues the 
means of decdving him, whether on 
^Fcac or little occafiofts. All impofhite 
K 2 weakens 
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weakens confidence and chills benevi>< 
Icnce, . When the fage finds that you 
arc not what you feemed^ he will feel the 
refcntment natural to a man who, cwi- 
fcious of great abilicies, difcovers that he 
has been tricked by underftandings mean- 
er than his own, and, pahaps, the dif- 
truH^, which he can never afterwards 
wholly lay afide, may flop the voice of 
counfcl, and clofe the band of charity ; 
and where will you find the pov/er of re- 
floring his benefadions to mankind, (u- 
his peace to himfclf ?" 

To this no reply was attempted, and 
imlac began to hope that thdr curioCty 
would fubfide ; but, next day, Pekuah 
told- liim, (he had now found an fao- 
nell pretence for a vifit to the aftronomer, 
for Ibe would foltcite perinifllon to conct- 
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me under him the ftudics in which Ihe 
had been initiated by the Arab, and the 
princes might go with her either as a fel- 
Iow-Audent> orbecaufe a woman could 
not decently come alone. " I am afraid, 
lud Imlac,' that he will be (bon weary of 
your company : men advanced far in 
knowledge do not love to repeat the 
elements oi their art, and I am not cer- 
tain that even of the elements, as he 
will deliver them conncftcd mth inferen- 
ces, and mingled with rcfleflions, you 
are a very capable auditrefs." " Thai, 
faid Pekuah, muft be my care : I a(k of 
you only to take me thither. My know- 
ledge is, perhaps, more than you ima- 
gine it, and by concurring dways with 
his opimons I (hall make him think it 
greater than it is." 

K 3 Tk 
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The aftronomer, in purfuance of Aia 
rcfoludon, was told, that a foreign lady, 
travelling in fearch of knowledge, had 
heard of his reputation, and was defir- 
ous to become his fcholar. The uncom- 
monnefs of the propofal raifed at once 
his furprize and curiofity, and when, af- 
ter a Ihort deliberation, he confcnted to 
admit her, he could not ftay without im- 
patience till the next day. 

The ladies drefled themfelves magni- 
ficently, and were attended by Imlac to 
the aftronomer, who was pleafed to fee 
himfelf approached with refpect by per- 
Ibns of lb fpkndid an appearance. In 
the exchange of the firft civilities he was 
timorous and bafhful; but when the 
talk became regular, he recollected his 
powers, andjuftified the charader which 
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ImUc h9d g^voi. Ejiquiiteg of Peluuh 
wh4t pQuId have curnsd hsr indinatton 
Kiwards aftronomyj he received from her 
a hiftory of her advejiture ac thp pyra- 
mid, and of the time paffcd in the A- 
rab's iOand. She told her tale with eafe 
juid eleg^uice, aod her cooVerTation iock 
■po&^iqa of his ^e^it. Tii0 difcourfe 
was then twnnd to a^<u«tii^-: Pekuah 
difplsyed vfaat ike koftw : he looked 
upon Her as a prodigy of goniu^, and in- 
treated her not to defifl: from a ftudy 
which ftie had fo happily bcguo. 

They came again and again, and were 
every time more welcome than before. 
The fagc endeavoured to amufe them, 
|ha£ they i^ight prolong their vifits; for 
he fouiid his thoughts grow brighter in 
their cfinqiany •, the clouds (i(f IbUcitude 
K4 . va-. 
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vaniflied by degrees, as he forced himfelf 
to entertain them, and he grieved wheft 
he was l^t at tiieir departure to his old 
employment ai regulating the feafons. 

The priaceTs and her ^vourite had 
now watched his lips for feveral months, 
and could not catch a fii^Ie word from 
which they could judge whether he con- 
tinue], or DOC, in the opinion of his 
preternatural conmifBon. They often 
contrived to bring him to an open decla- 
ration, but he eaGly eluded all their at- 
tacks, and on which fide foever diey 
prcHcd him efcaped from them to ^bmc 
other topick. 

As their familiarity increafed they in- 
vited hini often to the houfe of Imlac, 
where th^ diltinguilhed him by extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary refpcft. He began gradually 
to delight in fublunary pleafures. He 
came early and departed late ; labour- 
ed to recommend himfelf by aSiduiCy 
and compliance ; exdted their curiofity 
after new arts, that they might ftill 
want his afliftance ■, and when they made 
any excurfion of pleafure or enquiry, 
entreated to attend them. 

By long experience of his integrity and 
wifdom, the prince and his filler were 
convinced that he might be trufted with- 
out danger} and left he fhould draw 
any falfe hopes from the civilities which 
he recrived, difcoveroJ to him their a>n- 
dition, with the motives of their jour- 
ney, and required his opnion on the 
choice (^ life. 

"Of 
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*' Of the various con^Jjtions which th? 
world fproads hofore you, which yw 
AaII prefer, fatd the fage, ] am not ablo 
to mftrud you. I can only tdl that I 
have diofen wrong. I have (rtfibd my 
time in ftudy without experience j in the 
attainment of fcrences which can, ibr the 
molt parr, be but remotely ufeTul to 
mankind. I have purchafcd icnowlsdgc 
at the expence of all the common com- 
forts of life : I have niifled the endear- 
ing elegance of female friendfhip, and 
the happy commerce of domeftick ten- 
demcfs. If I have obtained any prwo- 
gattves above other ftudenU, they have 
been accompanied with fear, dilquiec, 
and fcrtipulofity ; but even of tliefe pre- 
rogatives, whatever they were, I have, 
(ince my thoughts have been diverfified 
by more intercourfe with the world, be- 
gun 
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gpn CO qoeftion the reality. When I 
bave been ibr a few days loft in pleafing 
6i{Gpe.tkm, I am always tempted m think 
that my enquiries have ended in errour, 
and that I have fuffcred much, and fuf- 
fered it in vain." 

Imlac was delighted to find that the 
fage's underftanding was breaking 
tlirough its mifts, and refolved to detain 
him from the planets till he IhouJd .for- 
get his taflc of ruling them, and reafoa 
fhomld recover its orig^d infliKnce. 

From this time the aftronomer was re- 
ceived into familiar friendlhip, and par- 
took of all their projefts and pleafures : 
his refpei^ kept him attentive, aad the 
aiftivity of Raflelas did not leave much' 
time aneng^ed. Something w*s al- 
ways 



X40 The PRINCE of 

ways to be done j die day was fpent in 
making obfovadbns which fiimiibed 
tdk for the evening, and the evening 
was clofed wkh a fchcme for the mor- 



The fage confefied to Imlac, that (ince 
he had mingled in the gay tumults of 
life, and divided his hours by a fuccef- 
fion of amutements, he found the con- 
viAi<m of his authority over the fkies 
fade gradually fmm his mind, and be- 
gan to trull lefi to an ofnnion which he 
never could prove to others, and which 
he now found futgeA to variation from 
cxaiss in which leafbn had no part. " If 
I am accidentally left alone for a few 
hours, {aid be> toy inveterate perfuanon 
rufhes upon my Ibul, and my thoughts 
an chained down by feme irrefiftible 
vior 
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violence, but they arc loon difentai^led 
by the prince's conveiiadon, and inftan- 
taneoufly releafed at the entrance of Pe- 
kuah. I am like a nian habitually afraid 
of fpcftrcs, who is fet at eafc by a lamp, 
and wonders at the dread which tiarralled 
him in the dark, yet, if his lajnp be ex- 
tinguifhed, feels agaiDtbeterrours which 
he knows diat when it is light he ihall 
feel no more. But I am iometimes 
afraid left 1 indulge my quiet by criminal 
negligence, and voluntarily forget the 
great charge with which I am intruftcd. 
If I favour myfeif in a known eriour, 
or am determined 1^ my own cafe in a 
doubtful question of this importaoce, 
how dreadful is my crime \** 

No difeafe of the imagination, an- 

fwered Imlac, is fo difficult of cure, as 

that 
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that which is complicated with the dread 
of guilt : fancy and confcience then ad 
interchangeably upon us, and fo ofteQ 
Ihift their places, that the illufions.of 
one are not diftinguiflied from the dic- 
tates of the other. If fancy prefents 
images not monl or religioiis, lix mind 
drives them away wtien they give it p^n, 
but when melancholick nouons tal;e die 
form of -duty, cKey lay hold on the fa- 
culties without oppofition, becaufe we 
are afraid to exclude or banifli them. 
For this reafoti the fuperftitious are <rftcB 
melancholy, and the mi;lancholyalmoft 
always fuperflitious. 

" But do not let the fuggeftions of 

timidity ovi^rpower your better reafon : 

the danger of negled can be byt as the 

probability of the obligation, which 

when 
4- 
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when youconfider it with freedom, you 
find very little, and that little growin* 
every day lefs. Open your heart to the 
influence of, the Jighc, wliich, from time 
to time, breaks in upon you : when fcru- 
ples hnportutie you, which you in your 
lucid moments know to be vain, do 
not (land to parley, but fly to bufincfs 
or to Pekuah, and keep this thought 
always prci^alent, that you are only one 
atom of »he mafs of humanity, and 
have neither fuch virtue nor vice, as that 
you (hould be fingled out for fupernatu- 
lal favours or affliftions." 
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The prince enters and brings a new 
topick. 

" ALL this, faid the aftronomer, I 
**■ have often thought, but my 
reatbn has been fo long fubjugated by 
an uncontroUble and overwhelming idea, 
that it duril not conBde in its own deci- 
jQons. I now fee how fatally I betrayed 
my quiet, by fuffering chimeras to prey 
upon me in fecret ; but melancholy 
fhrinks from communication, and I never 
found a man before, to whom I could 
impart my troubles, though I had been 
ceroin of relief, I rejoice to find my 
owD fentiments confirmed by yours, 

who 
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ytho are not cafily deceived, and can have 
no motive or purpole to deceive. I hope 
that time and variety will diflipate the 
gloom that has fo long furrounded me, 
and the latter part of my days will be 
ipcnt in peace." 

** Your learning and virtue, laid Im- 
Jac, may juftly give, you hopei^* 

RaHelas then entered with the princefa 
and Pekuah, and enquired whether they 
had contrived any new diverCion for the 
next day. " Such, laid Nekayah, is 
the ftate of life, that none are happy 
but by the anticipation of change : the 
change itfelf is nothing; when we have 
made it, the next wilh is to change 
agiun. The vtoild is not yet exhaufted ; 

Vol. I!. . L let 
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fet nu fee fimettuiig to morrow vUek 

I never fa« befwe/' 

" Variety, Ciid Raflelas, is fo necef 
fary to content, that even the happy vaJ< 
•■ ley difgofted me by the recurrence of its 
luxuries; yet I could not forbear to 
reproach myfelf with impatience, when I 
faw the monks of St. Anthony fiipport 
without complaint, a life, not of uni- 
form'deli^t, but uiu£»m h^d^."^ 

" Thoft men, anfwtted Iiftlac, art 
fcfe wretched in their fdent convent than 
die Abiffiaian princes in their prilbn of 
pleafuFe. Whatever is done by iht 
monks is indted by an adequate and na* 
ibnabte motive. Their labour fupj^ics 
them with neceflaries i it therefore can- 
not be omitted, and is certainty rewarded. 
Their 
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Their devotion pfcpmes them ^r ano- 
ther ftate, andremiDds them, pf its ap> 
proach, while it Qts them for it. Their 
time is regulatly diftributed > one duty 
fiicdeeds anDtht:rt lib ^it (hey are noc le^ 
ep(tT,cothe difbr^ion-f^uoguideddioice^ 
nor loft in fix ffaades of liftlds in^Aivi* 
ty. There is a certain taik to be per- 
fbi'dwd at an Bpt>rQ|tri$4d hour ; and 
th«r toils are checrfulj becaufe thejr 
conGder them as a£ts o£ pie|y> by whidl^ 
they are always advancing towani& cad- 
JefefeliiSty." 

" Do you thirtk, fiud Nckay^h^ thaf 
fht monaftick tult te it m^re holy and 
Jicfi impcrfc£t ftate than any other f 
May not heequ^l;^ hope for future h«ift- 
■pinefe who coft*crfes «^nly with, man- 
Jund, whoJuGcouid the ^ftre&dby 1m» 
L 2 cha- 
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charity, inftruas the ignorant by his 
learning, and contributes by his induftry 
to the general fyftem of life i even though 
he {hould omit fome of the mortiBcations 
which are praftifedin thecloifter, and al- 
low himfclf fuch harmlefs delights 2S his 
(^ndition may place within his reach ?*' 

•' This,fiidImIac,isaqucftionwhich 
has ]ong divided the wife, and perplexed 
the good. I am afraid to decide on ei- 
ther part. He that lives well in the 
world is better than he that lives well 
in a monaftery. But, perhaps, everyone 
is not able to ftem the temptations of 
pubtick life ■, and, if he cannot conquer, 
he may properly retreat. Some have little 
power to do good, and have likewife little 
ftrength to refift evil. Many are weary 
of their confli£b with adverfity, and are 
wUl- 
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willing to ejcft thofe paffions which 
have bng bufied them in vain. And 
many are difmil^d by age and diJeales 
fi'om the more laborious dudes of fociety. 
In monafterics the weak and timorous 
may be happily iheltercd, the weary 
may repofc, and the penitent may me- 
ditate. Thofe retreats of prayer and 
contemplation have Ibmethlng fo conge- 
nial to the mind of man, that, perhaps, 
there is fcarcely one that does not pur- 
pofe to clo& his life in pious abftraf^on 
with a few aflbciates feiious as himfelf.'* 

•• Such, faid Pekuah, has often beea 
my wilh, and I have heard the princels 
declare, that flic fliould not willingly die 

ia a croud." 

Lj "The 
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<• The liberty of ufiiig harmlefe plea- 
sures, procreded Imlac, will not be dif- 
puted} but it is [til] to !;)€ examined what 
pleafurcs are harmlefs. "the evil of any 
pleafure that Nekayah can image is hot 
in the aft itlelf, but in its confequences. 
Pleafbre, in itfelf' harmlefe, ipay become 
mifchievoiis, by endearing to us a ftate 
wliich we know to be trahfient and pro- 
batory, and withdrawing bur thoughts 
ifrom that, of which every hour brings 
us nearer to the beginning, and of which 
nolengthof timewillbringust&theend. 
Mortification is not virtuous in itfelf, nor 
lias any other ufe, but that tt difengages 
us from the aUarements ' of fenfe. In 
the ftate of future perfeilion to which 
we all afpire, there will be pieature with- 
out danger, ?nd fefurity without rp- 
firainf." 
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The princefi was filenCk v>d K^Maa, 

turning to the aftFpit9ti>er» ftfted hidif 

vhe^ hercQuM Pot dtlity her itt^oUi by 

fliewiaK tier fttmfthiog which Oio hadnoC 

" Your curiofity, laid the fiigCn hai 
been fo general, and your purfuit of 
Jj^nowledge fo - vigorous, that aovdties 
ve apt DOW very cafily to ^w foNM: hUt 
what you can no loager procure W» 
_the living m^ t^ given by t&e dead. 
Among the w«i^rs of tUa country ate 
' t^ cajiacoiqibs, 01 the ancicac repofito- 
lias, invthidi the bodije& o£ th^ culieft 
guacataoQi wete lodged, andwhcnr, by 
•tie v'lftiifi of the gums vhidi emb^m«d 
them, they yet teroain wiikMfi com^ 
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/ ** I know not, did' RaflUas, what 

pleafuFc the %ht of the catacombs can 
afibrd i but, fioce notlung elfe is o6tred, 
' I am refolved to view them, sod Hiall 
place tlus with many other thii^ wUch 
I have done, bccaufe I would do fomc- 
thing." 

' They hired a guard of horfemen; and 
die next day vificed the catacombs. When 
they were about to dcfcend into the fe- 
pulchral caves, ** Pekuab, laid the priiv- 
cefs, we are now again invading the ha- 
bitations of the dead ; I know that you 
will ftay behind i let me End you fafe 
when I return." ** No, I will not be left, 
anfwered Fekuah i I will go down be- 
.tween you and the prince." 



Thqr 
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They then all defcended» and roved 
with wonder through the labyrinth of 
fubterraneous paflages, where the bodies 
were liud in rows on dther fide. 
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Imlac dlfcour&s on the nature of 
the foul 

"TTTHAT reafon, laid the prince, 
T T can be given, why the Egyp- 
tians Ihould thus cxpenfively prefcrvc 
thofe carcafles which fome nations con- 
fume with fire, others Jay to mingle with 
the earth, and all agree to remove from 
their fight, as foon as decent rites can be 
performed ?** 

«The 
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** The original of aneknt cuftows, 
Cud ImJac, jfi commonly unknown ; for 
the i^afttcc often continues when ih« 
caufe has ceafcd j and concerning fu- 
perdittous ceremonies it is vain to conjee* 
ture i for what reafon did not diftate 
feafbn cannot explain. I have long be- 
lieved that the pra<Sice of embalming 
aroieonly from tcndernefs to the remains 
of relations or friends, and to this opinion 
I am more inclined, becaufe it fcemi 
impoflible that this care Ihould have 
bccD general: had all the dead been tr^r 
lalmed, their repofitori^ muft in time 
have been more fpacious thaa the dvet- 
Itngs of the living, I fuppofe on)y thp 
rich or honourable were fecuraj &om 
carTU,;tion. and the reft left to the cour^ 
of riature. 

«But 
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<* But it is commonly fuppofed that the 
^©rptians believed the foul to live as long 
as the body continued undiflblvcd, and 
^erefore tried this method c^dudit^ 
death." 

** Could the wife Egyptians, faid Ne^- 
kayah, think fo grofly of the foul ? If' 
the foul could once furvive its feparauon, 
■what could it afterwards receive or fuffcr 
from the body ? 

** The Kgyptians would doubtlc& 
think errojKOufly, faid the aftranomGi^ 
in the darknefs of hcathenifm, and the firft 
dawn of phik)(bphy. The nature of ihc 
foul is'ftill difputed amidi^ all our (^ 
portunicies of clearer knowledge.: (omt 
yet fay, that it may be material, who, nft- 
rerthelefs, believe it to be immortal." -, 
*' Somc» 
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•' Some, anfvvercd Imlac, hive indeed 
fiud that the foul is material, but 1 can 
fcarccl^ believe that any man has thought 
it, who knew how to think i for all the 
conclu&onsc^ieafon enforce the imma- 
teriality of mind, and all the notices of 
leoie and invefHgaticms of fcience con- 
cur to i»ove the uncoafcbufnels of mac- 



•* It was never fuppofed that cogita- 
tion is inherent in matter, or that every 
particle is a thinking being. Yet, if 
any part of matter be devoid of thought, 
•what part can wefui^fe to think? Mat- 
ter can di^ from maiter only in form, 
dcnfity, bullc, motion, and direiftion of 
motion: to which of thefc, however 
varied or cominned, can confcioufnefs be 
annexed? To be round or fquair, to 
be 
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be folid or fluid, to bs great or little, to 
be moved flowly or fwiftly one way or 
another, are modes of material exiftence, 
all f!qually alien from the nature of tx^- 
tation. If matter ' be once without 
thought, it can o^ily be made to think 
by feme new modification, but all the 
modiEcations which it can admit are 
equally unconnedbd with cogitative 
powers." ' 

** But the materialifb, faid the aflm- 
nomer,. urge that matter may have qua- 
lities with which we are unacquainted." 

** He who will determine, rewrned Im- 
kc,againftthat which he knows, becauft 
there may be fomeihing which he knows 
not ; he that can (et hyp:thctical poQibi- 
lity againft acknowledged certainty, is not 
to 

r, Cookie 
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to be aiJmitted among reafonaUe beings. 
All that we know of matter is, chat mar- 
ter is inert, fenreiefs and lifclefs ; and if 
• fhU conviftion cannot be oppofed but by 
referring ua to fomething that we know 
not, we have all the evidence that hu- 
man incelled can admit. If that which 
isknownmaybeover ruled by that which 
is uiiknown, no being, not omnifcient» 
can arrive at ceruinty." 

" Yet let us not, faid the aiQronotiKr, 
too arrogantly limit the Creator' spowcr.** 

" It is no limitation of ommpotence, 
replied llie poet, to fuppofe that one 
thing is not confident with another, 
that the fime propd'iition cannot be at 
once true and falfe, that the fame num- 
ber cannot be even and odd, thai cogi- 
tation 
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tation canned be cosf^cd on that vfUch 
is crSihted incapdble of Ct^itatioii." 

*■ I know nor, faid Nekayihi any grctt 
ufc of this queftion. Does that immaw- 
riality, which, in my opinion, you haw 
fufficieotly proved, neceflkrily incladc 
itcmal duration ?'* 

" Of immarefialicy, Iwd Imlac, oor 
ideafi we negative, and therefore oblcure. 
Immatfriality feems to knply a natural 
power of perpetual duration as a confe- 
quence <^ exemption from all caufes of 
decay : whacevcr pcriOies is deftroycd by 
the folution of ic» contexture, and fepa- 
tation of its parts ; nor can we conceive 
how that which has no pans, and there- 
fore adcnics no folution, can b£ nazuraj- 
|y corrupted or impaired." 

"I 
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**I know not, faid Raflelas, how ta 
conceive any thing without extenfion: 
what is extended mud hax'c parts, and 
you allow, that wbatercr has parts may 
be deftroycd." 
( 

*' Confider your own conceptions, re- 
plied Imlac, and the difficulty will be 
lefs. You will find fubtlance without 
extenGon. An ideal form is no lels real 
thari material bulk : yet an ideal form 
has no extenfion. It is no lefs certam, 
when you think on a pyramid, that your 
mind pofielles the idea of a pyramid, than 
that the pyramid Jtfelf is ftanding. What 
fpace does the idea of a pyramid occupy 
more than the idea of a grain of corn ? 
or how can either idea fuffirr laceration ? 
V\s is the effeiil fuch is the caufe; as 
S thought 
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thought is, fuch is the power that thinks j 
a power impaffivc and indifcerpible." 

' " But tl^e Being, ^idNekayah, whom 
I fear to name, the Being wluch made 
the foul, can dcAroy it." 

" He, furely, can deftroy it, anlwcr- 
ed Imlac, fincc, however unperifiiable, 
it receives from a fupcriour nature its 
powcrofduration. That it will not perilh 
by any inherent caufe of decay, or princi- 
ple <rf" corruption, may be fliown by phi- 
lofofdiy ; but philofophy can tell no more. 
That it will not be annihilated by him 
that made it, we muft humbly learn 
from higher authority." 

' The whole aflfembly flood a while fi- 

Ifcnt and colle&d. " Let us return, faid 

R^ffelas, from this fccne of mortality. 

Vol. II. M How 
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lioff glQotn; ^^ould be thefe manltoni 
of die dea4 i<^ ^im who did not knov 
chat he fhall never die; that what now 
a&s fb^U pontinue its agoicy, aad what 
now thinks fhiU think on for ever. Thols 
that lie here ftretchej^ before m, the wife 
9j]d the powerful of aniient times, warn 
us to remember the fliortncfi of our 
prcfentftate: they were, perhaps, fnatchr 
ed away while they were bufy, like us, 
W the choice of life.** 

•* To me, r^d the princefs, the choic8 
of life is become Icfs important ; I hope 
hereafter to think pnly on ^e choice of 
eternity." 

They then haftewd oqt of the tavmw, 
V\d, under the. proc^^op of chcir guard^ 
rquE^^d to C^rOi, 

C n A Pi 
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CHAP. XLVni. 

The cDncluflon, in which nothing 
is tondudcd. 

IT was now the time of the inunda- 
tion of the Nik: a few days after 
their vifit to the catacombs, the river 
began to rife. 

They were confined to their houfe. 
The whiJ« ri^ion being under water gxvt 
them no invitation lo any excurfionai 
and, being well flipplied with materiab 
for Ullt, they diverted themfclves with 
comparilbns of the different fonm of 
■ life which they had obferved, and with 
various fchemes of happineis which each 
of them had formed. 

M2 . Pe- 
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Fekuah was never fo much charmed 
with any place as the convent of St An- 
thony, where the Arab rcftored her to 
the princefs, and wHhed only to fill it 
with pious m^dens^ and to be made 
priorefs of the order : flit was weary 
of expeflation and difguft, and would 
gladly be 6xed in Tome unvari^le ftate. 

The princcfs thought, that of all fub-. 
lunary things, knowledge was the beft : 
She delired firft to learn all fciences, and 
then purpofed to found a - coll^;e of 
learned women, in which (he would pre- 
fide, that, by converting with the old^ 
and educating the young, Ihe might di- 
vide her time between the acquifiriori 
and communication of wifdom, andrai/c 
up for the next age models of pru- 
dence, ^ patterns of piety. 

The 
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The prince defired a Ittcle kingdom, 
in which he niighc adminifter jufiice in 
his own perfon, and fee all the parts of 
government with his own eyes ; but he 
could never fix the limits of his domi- 
nion, and was always adding to the num- 
ber of his fubjefh. 

Imlac and the aftronomer were con- 
tented to be driven along the ftream of 
life mthout direfling their courfe to any 
particular port. 

Of thefe wilhes that they had formed 
they well knew that none could be ob- 
tained. They deliberated a while what 
was to be done, and refolved, when the 
inundation fliould ceale, to return to 
Abiflinia. 

FINIS, 



